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 MINUTES OF THE COLYTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 13TH JUNE 2011. IN THE FEOFFEES BOARDROOM

Present: Cllrs P Arnott, K Clifford, C Collier, R Collier, A Davis, J Hay, M Mann, C Pady, A Parr (Chairman), S Real, S Smith, R Turner & H West.

Also in attendance: PCSO M McGauley and 5 members of the public

11/06/26
Receipt and approval of apologies: Dist. Cllrs H Parr & G Godbeer

11/06/27  
Police Report:  Two crimes were reported since the last meeting, both domestic violence, enquiries were ongoing.  Speed checks are being carried out on a regular basis.  Cllr Turner reported that the problems by the bench at Gribble Mead had improved but there was still a problem between 10.00pm and 10.30pm, the police would monitor the situation.  Cllr Davis asked if the police would be represented at the EDDC Development Management Committee when the traffic management plan for the Tesco development was being discussed, PCSO McGauley said he would pass the information to his Sergeant.

11/06/28
Public Question Time:


Mr C Stone submitted several questions, written replies to be given


Mr P Gibbins expressed concerns about the proposed new cycle route, stating that the junction at Popes Lane was very dangerous and was “an accident waiting to happen”.  He also stated that there was a covenant on the footpath.  Cllr Davis replied that we had now received a disc copy of the planning application and the new route had not been discussed with the Parish Council or the Cycle Path Liaison Group.


A member of the public stated that the visibility at the top of Mounthill was obstructed by the overgrown hedge and asked if it would be cut.  Will be referred to Traffic Group meeting


Mrs A Morgan stated that she was concerned about the state of the public gardens in the parish.  Agreed that there should be more liaison with the gardener.  There are plans to now plant the flowerbeds.  Mrs Morgan was thanked for clearing the village gateways in Colyford.


The Clerk subsequently spoke to the gardener, informing him of the date of the Annual Inspection and expressing the concerns over the gardens.

11/06/29
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on 16th May 2011 and 31st May 2011.


     
Amendments noted on agenda - Apologies on 16th May – add Cllr Godbeer.


11/05/5 – Mrs Morgan requested that we record the fact that it was the gardens in both   Colyton & Colyford that she was referring to, the minutes will now read -  ‘She thought the gardens in Colyton & Colyford were looking dishevelled and was disappointed with them’


Further typing errors noted

11/05/8 Should read Cllr Pady not Cllr Parr

11/05/10c Nothing in writing from Reece Strawbridge, confirmed verbally as C Stone & M Mann


11/05/14 should read Coryton Farm.

Approval of 16th May 2011 Minutes proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr West, proposition carried

**Cllr Davis stated that he was concerned to see in the Minutes that the debate on the nomination of the Reece Strawbridge Trustee was still ongoing and proposed that a note of clarification be included in the June minutes as follows:”Cllr Arnott’s appointment as the nominated Trustee to the Reece Strawbridge Trust in May 2007 was valid and made on an annual basis in accordance with previous custom and practice”.  A vote was taken with the majority in favour.  Cllr West wished it to be recorded in the Minutes that he hoped this would now bring a stop to this discussion.

**Cllrs Arnott, Mann & Smith declared a personal  interest
Cllr Smith asked why a statement she had made at the meeting on 31st May had not been included in the minutes and requested that it be included.  Agreed to leave these Minutes until the next meeting to allow the Clerk to respond. The clerk later spoke to Cllr Smith and explained minutes are not intended to be a verbatim record of what was said. They are to record comments made that help the council make a decision, the decisions made by the council and the actions to be taken. However on this occasion the minutes, as yet unaccepted, will be altered to reflect the point that Cllr Smith made.

11/06/30
Matters arising from these Minutes, which are not otherwise on the agenda

a) Proposal by Cllr Arnott to voice record all meetings, Cllr Arnott will speak to the Clerk about his proposals

b) Registration of Parish property. Cllr C Collier & H West have done a preliminary examination of the deeds, copies of the findings have been emailed to all councillors.  Confirmed that Memorial Social Club is the property of the Parish Council.  A full investigation into all deeds is to be carried out by Cllrs C Collier & H West who will report back in due course.  If any properties are registered they will have to be professionally valued
11/06/31
Report from District Councillors – No report, councillors not present

11/06/32
Report on Reece Strawbridge Centre Cllr Mann said there was little to report, the Youth Club was meeting twice a week at the Youth bus.  They would be moving into the building when all the necessary paper work was completed


There had been two very successful events at the Playing Field recently, the Tractor Run with 115 tractors taking part and the Youth Football Tournament with 80 teams taking part, agreed the clerk should write on behalf of the Council  to congratulate both organisations


Done 

11/06/33
Highway Matters: 

a)
Letter dated 27/5 from Paul Wilson confirming the HGV temporary signs at    Boshill cross will be removed. This has been done

b)
Lengthsman report and e-mail from Mike Brown on latest Highway issues reported after our May 16th meeting. He has also requested a volunteer to meet with him on a regular basis in Colyton to discuss local highway issues. Cllrs R Collier & J Hay, with C Pady for Colyford were proposed by Cllr P Arnott, seconded by Cllr S Real and carried.

Cllr Hay reported that some drains had plastic ties on them and asked how they could be cleaned if the covers cannot be lifted. There were potholes on the Northleigh Road between Heathhayne Cottage and Freakhayne.  He also asked if the grit bins would be filled before next winter and where could residents obtain grit to do roads near them.  These points to be taken to the Traffic Group meeting.  Cllr Turner asked that the road from Colyvale to Shells be mentioned again. Also agreed to mention the subsidence on the Shute road by Colcombe Woods.

c) A letter had been received from Mr & Mrs White of Hillhead stating that the

verge outside their property had been dug up in January 2010 and had not been re-instated and that the gravel placed there had been washing into the drains and across their drive and the road, this to be taken to Traffic Group meeting. Mr White informed & Paul Wilson has a copy of the letter.

11/06/34
Stop Line Way:

A press release had been issued stating that the route had been amended.  This proposed new route had not been discussed with the Parish Council prior to this release. A copy of a planning application for the route from Seaton to Colyford had been received on a CD today (13th June) with comments to be received in 21 days time.  Colyford Burgesses had been sent a paper copy, which was shown, to Councillors.  Agreed that there was serious safety concerns about the junction at Popes Lane and also the junction by the Post Office/Butchers. There could be problems for the businesses if there were yellow lines or parking restrictions.  Agreed to send a letter drafted by Cllr Davis giving our initial response to this application.  A meeting of the Stop Line Way group was being held on 28th June. Cllrs Hay and Clifford suggested alternative routes, including adjacent to the Tramline. Done

11/06/35
Reports from meetings attended:

Save the Post Office Group, Cllr Mann report that the group had had a further meeting with representatives of the Post Office and the agents selling the current site.  A possible solution was to re-locate the business to the Little Shop, the Post Office would pay removal costs if a buyer could be found for the newsagent business.  The owner of the Little Shop was prepared to offer the premises at a reasonable rate. 

Colyton Memorial Social Club.  Cllr Real reported that the Club had made a small profit of approximately £5000 in the last year.  They were looking into ways to encourage new members.  They were considering having a beer festival and asked if the Parish Council would object to a burger van on the car park area for this, as they have no catering facilities in the Club.  Councillors agreed they would have no objections

Protest meeting about the closure of public toilets in Seaton.  Cllr West had attended this meeting.  The proposal is to knock down the toilets and old Youth Centre and convert the area into a pedestrian approach for Tesco. There are no plans to build new toilets, it was stated that people can use the customer toilets in Tesco.  4-5 coaches a day come into Seaton and the operators have said that they will stop coming if there are no public toilets, this would have a knock-on effect for Colyton as it would reduce the number of visitors to Colyton via the tram.

.

11/06/36
Correspondence:



For information – e-mailed to councillors where noted

i) East Devon AONB invitation to Forum on 29th June in Budleigh Salterton - noted

ii) June funding sources from Sharon Whitfield – East Devon Volunteer support agency - noted

iii) May Snippets – Sharon Whitfield – EDVSA - noted

iv) DCC – Emergency Management newsletter – emailed to councillors - noted

v) E-mail from James Semple re the protest meeting about the closure of the Underfleet toilets in Seaton on 8th June. - Noted

vi) For info – Email invitation to the Community Council of Devon Forum visit and Annual meeting in Hemyock on 27th June - noted

vii) EDDC Letter dated 3/6/11 Notice & Agenda of the Development Management Committee meeting on Tuesday 14th June at 1400 in the Council Chamber, Knowle, Sidmouth 

 email from Alan Davis (sent to all councillors) suggesting points to be raised at the Development Management Committee, Councillors agreed the points and Cllrs Davis & West would present these at the meeting

viii) For info & comment by 30th June – emailed to councillors

NALC briefing document (P14-11 27th May) on the relaxation of planning rules for change of use from commercial to residential.

Deferred to Planning Committee

ix) Review of polling places & Polling Stations.

Letter from M Williams EDDC Electoral Registration Officer requesting the view of the Council on the location & suitability of polling stations especially the facilities provided for disabled voters. Agreed that our polling stations were adequate.

x) E-mail from Cllr West re grass cutting in the Colyford area – forwarded to Highways for their response. This has now been done
xi) **Copies of report of recent Neighbourhood Assessment are on table

xii) **Devon Playing Fields Conference & AGM Thursday 7th July emailed to councillors

xiii) **Parish Paths Partnership Newsletter copy received passed around table

11/06/37
Finance:



Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 31st May 2011 were noted



Accounts approved for payment



Cheque No 2960   Axminster DAPC Subscription


 £10.00



Cheque No 2961   Veolia – Rubbish Collection, £87.07 plus





       VAT £17.41




£104.48



Cheque No 2962   South West Water




£154.37

Copies of the figures to be submitted to the Audit Commission were circulated. It was proposed by Cllr R Collier, seconded by Cllr Smith that Council approve these figures with the Asset Register figure being amended to show the inclusion of the Memorial Social Club.  Proposition carried.

Cllr Smith questioned the way things were valued on the Asset Register and suggested this should be looked at for next year.  Agreed to seek advice from the Accountants.

County Cllr S Randall Johnson entered the room 

11/06/38
Report from County Councillor

Cllr Randall Johnson reported that considerable savings had been made in the Revenue and Capital budget for the last year, £98,000 worth of savings had been put into the working balance. There had been a change in the set-up at County; there were four scrutiny committees, Corporate Services, Place, People and Health & Wellbeing.  Cllr Randall Johnson was Vice-Chairman of the Place Scrutiny Committee; they would be discussing young carers and young people 11-25 and what they are doing for carers.

Councillors questioned her about the new Stop Line route.  Cllr Randall Johnson stated that this proposal came from the consultation day and now avoided Orchard Way.  Car parking, bike racks and safety issues were yet to be looked at, nothing was fixed and still open to negotiation.  Councillors made it clear that they were not happy with the proposed route and the safety issues raised at the Popes Lane junction and the Post Office junction and also with the Tesco lorry movements.

Cllr Randall Johnson left the meeting

11/06/39
Planning:



Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 31st May 2011 were noted



a
Planning Applications


11/1151/OUT


Lyndale, Gully Shoot, Colyford, for Mr M Bailey

Construction of dwelling (outline with all matters reserved. )

Supported provided there is adequate parking and turning provision


11/1223/FUL


Quest, Whitwell Lane, Colyford for Mr K Searle

Single storey side extension, raised decking area, new bay windows and alteration to front and new front & rear dormer (revised scheme to 10/0704/FUL – previously supported) 

Supported
11/1077/FUL 3 The Old Antiques Centre, Dolphin St, Colyton for Mr M Gregory.

Construction of flat roofed garage and integral shed

Supported

11/0879/FUL Meadowlands Farm, Colyton.  (this is in Shute Parish, sent to us as adjoining parish) for Mr N Fuzzard

Construction of 2 no stock ponds details not received, deferred to Planning Committee
NORTON MEMORIALS

Application for headstone, for Lesley Hall.JJ05, Approved

Overmass & Chapple
Application for headstone for Iris Mary Harris, JJ06, Approved

a) Planning Decisions –Approved
11/0947/TCA

2 Sunnyside, South St, Colyton for Mr Johnson

Fell 1 x Pittosporum 

11/0374/FUL Land adjoining Old Manor Gardens, Colyford

Construction of 4no double garages (alternative to those approved under application no 07/1693/FUL

11/1057/FUL  Coly Lodge, Swan Hill Road, Colyford

Alterations to existing garage to include raising of roof

Condition – No windows or other openings, other than those expressly authorised shall be constructed in the roof of the garage

.


c
Correspondence

 Letter received 5/6/11 from Mr Price re Application 11/1057/FUL pointing out that the glazed gable end of his proposed development does not overlook neighbours - noted
Copy of email from Mr A Yates re the application for 3 Elm Cottages, Fair View Lane, he objects to the application as it is too much on the site at a dangerous junction with inadequate parking -  noted
11/06/40
Amenities:

a) Ham Lane – draft letter to residents or action required, Cllrs Arnott & Mann will investigate ownership of land and report back to next meeting.  Letter not to be sent yet

b) Request by Western Power to trim the Cypress trees at the edge of the cemetery, Approved

c) John Rollings reported the surface is deteriorating under the swings at the Playing field.  Agreed to source materials for John to do the repair

d) Annual Inspection to be on Monday 20th June at 7pm

e) Planting of flower beds .£200 was allocated for Mr Weldon to purchase plants,  Cllr Real offered 8 trays of bedding plants.  It was agreed that the gardens in the parish were in a poor state, the Clerk to contact the gardener and ask that he puts this right

f) Letter from David Anning re lack of clean water at the cemetery.  Councillors agreed there was adequate water supply; and that there were more nutrients in that water than tap water, which contains chlorine. Clerk to reply to him - done

John Rollings had reported that there was broken glass in the crypt, this to be looked at on the Annual Inspection

11/06/41
Peace Memorial Playing Fields

Liaison Sub Committee – confirmed that Reece Strawbridge nominations were C Stone & M Mann

Cllr Davis presented some proposals for the future development of the site

11/06/42     East Devon Way

 Cllr A Davis stated that “You will all have seen the recent announcement of the EDDC AONB Forum at Budleigh where the main attraction is a film about the East Devon Way.

What was not mentioned in the announcement was that this year is the 20th anniversary of the East Devon Way.

It was established in 1991 and has been promoted by the EDDC AONB group and also the Rights of Way section in DCC.

The route runs from Exmouth to Lyme Regis via Colyton through the magnificent scenery that makes up the East Devon AONB.

It provides an excellent alternative for walkers who want a change from the SW Coastal Path and brings welcome business to our parish that we must encourage.

 Improvements to the Way are always on-going and last year a section from Brinkley Bridge to Woodbridge was reconfirmed as a public right of way after a Public Inquiry. 

This section will provide a very significant improvement to the present trudge around the narrow tarmac lanes near Northleigh.

To bring this section of the route fully back into use the DCC ROW section plan to install four bridges, two have already been constructed but the remaining two are still in a DCC store at Okehampton.

 

The delay is due to local landowners who have obstructed the construction of these footbridges.

This year they resorted to court action to try and prevent any further work by DCC ROW contractors. 

There was a court hearing on May 13 but the judge did not make a decision and a further hearing is scheduled for June 24.

It is in my view very unfortunate the landowners continue with their actions and add even more court costs to the public purse especially after the expensive public inquiry last year.

I therefore ask the council to give their full support to this proposal.”

 

Proposal 

This council write to the DCC ROW Officer and the EDDC AONB group to congratulate them on maintaining the East Devon Way for 20 years and give our support to the improvement between Brinkley Bridge and Woodbridge.
Proposer A Davis;  Seconder M Mann.
Cllr Parr said that he could not support this proposal, he feels that DCC have let down the landowners by going back on their promise to support them, the dispute was still on going

A vote was taken with 4 for the proposition, 8 against and 1 abstention, the proposal was therefore defeated.

11/06/43
Questions asked by Cllr Arnott under Standing Orders:



Cllr Arnott withdrew his questions

11/06/44
Resolution to amend/correct April minutes



Withdrawn

11/06/45
Dates of future meetings:



June Finance & Planning Committees – Wednesday 29th June at 7pm



July Full Council Meeting – Monday 11th July at 7pm



July Finance & Planning Committees – Monday 25th July at 7pm

11/06/46
Matters to be taken into Committee:



Stafford Common

Cllr Mann proposed that these matters be dealt with In Committee under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as amended by the Local Government Act 1972), the public, including the press be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, i.e. financially sensitive matters. This was seconded by Cllr R Collier and agreed.



The meeting closed at 10.05pm
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