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MINUTES OF THE COLYTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT COLYFORD MEMORIAL HALL AT 7PM ON MONDAY 12TH MARCH 2012

Present: Cllrs S Real, K Clifford, Colin Pady, R Collier, C Collier. A Parr, A Davis, J Hay ,S Smith , M Mann, R Turner, Dist Cllr G Godbeer, County Cllr S Randall Johnson (for part of the meeting), 23 members of the public and Liz Berry (Clerk).

12/3/200   Approval of apologies for absence:  Dist Cllr H Parr
12/3/201   Police Report      

 
There have been 6 crimes committed so far this year, 1 (domestic incident) in January and 5 in February (2 x thefts, 1 criminal damage of the CCTV camera in St Andrews Garden, a burglary at the tannery which is an ongoing investigation and a dangerous dog incident which was resolved by speaking to both parties). This is the lowest two months since 2004 when by this time 21 incidents had been reported.

Pc Speariett warned all present to be on their guard for Spam letters, by post or e-mails. This is a highly sophisticated crime and in the past few months’ two people have been taken in by it and have lost significant amounts of money. Either report such letter to the Police or simply bin them.

Cllr Smith asked if the Police could ask the newspapers to warn residents of these types of crime.

He stated that Devon & Cornwall have lost the highest number of front line officers and the service is stretched to maintain an effective force. Several members of the public who had signed up for the Community messaging service where police warnings are issued by phone or e-mails reported receiving nothing for the past year or so. 

12/3/202   Public Question time (maximum 15 minutes)


Mr Baker castigated the County Council for not listening to what the residents of Colyford wanted when placing the proposed pedestrian crossing.

Mr Mawer expressed concern over the state of the Bridge crossing the river on Footpath 45 from Cownhayne Lane. Cllr R Collier will take a look at it.

Another Colyford resident reported that the roots of trees that border the wall are breaking up the pavement by the bus stop at Fairview Lane.

A local resident would like to instigate a Boules Club but is concerned that the ‘pitch’ available at the Pavilion is both too small and made of the wrong materials. It was pointed out to him that the league has accepted this for matches. Cllr Parr asked him to submit a design to the Council

12/3/202  The minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 13th January 2012 were accepted and approved as being a true record of that meeting.

12/3/203    Matters arising from the Minutes  


Min Ref 12/2/183 Letter to Chief Constable – received by him & passed to Superintendent Stuart Lander to reply.

Min Ref 12/2/184 Reply from Mr Peter Shepley of DCC Programme Delivery Group – rec’d 9/3 
I am sorry I was unable to make contact with you last week but wish to inform you and the Parish Council that the works in the Queen Street area of Colyton are not to be undertaken in the current financial year. We have been informed that a Utility Company is looking at substantial works in this area and as we do not wish them to dig up a new surface we reluctantly postponed our works. I have asked that the work is transferred into the new financial year and we will aim to undertake these works once the utility work has been completed.

Min Ref 12//1899d) Reply to Mr Lee from Mike Brown. -  No additional ‘SLOW’ road markings are planned for Dolphin St.

Min Ref 12/1899 

Ditch Clearing – reply from Mike Brown policy is to leave spoil on road verge to protect the exposed edge of the carriageway from further erosion & to reduce the drop of its edge.

Dog Warden - forms received to report Incidents of Dog Fouling.

Cllr Davis commented on MOM item 12/2/186 - Report from the District Councillor 
These pre-application discussions are very helpful and all are recorded so everyone knows what was said – “except for the local residents”.

He confirmed that a Freedom of Information request had been made for these records – to date a response is overdue the statutory 20 day reply required.

 .... as a council we should be waiting.... “No the council should be pro-active and be informed in particular what has happened to LSE2”.

In addition he mentioned the following about the draft Local Plan:

a) A Consultation Feedback Report was produced dated 28/2/12 – however all responses are still not yet included on the website.

b) He noted in that report under DS20 Development at Seaton mention of “.... some support for the plan and a consensus that the BAB should not be breached in the north of the town.”

He suggested this was an understatement as there was overwhelming support from Seaton Town Council, Seaton Regeneration Group, Axmouth Council, this council and many residents of Colyford.

c) Also in section DS20 mention of the Submission by the “main landowning interest” suggested their exhibition of development proposals “received a positive reaction” – this comment should be disputed in view of the responses in b) above.

d) Section S6 made mention only of the Green Wedge between Colyton/Colyford; it must also include the Green Wedge between Colyford/Seaton.

 

MOM item 12/2/192 – Traffic Feasibility Study – Now is the time to do a study.  It is mentioned in the Axmouth Council response to the Local Plan and supported by 83% of their parishioners.  We should support them and seek funds from County Councillors and other sources.

 
12/3/204     Report from County Councillor 


Cllr S Randal Johnson had three things to bring to the attention of the meeting:

a) The opening of the Colyton Library on the 13th March. She encouraged everyone to come along to see the refurbishment.

b) The raised table top cushion – consultations closes on 4th April

c) The Toucan crossing on Swan Hill – she hopes it will be in-situ just after Easter.

Cllr West pointed out that whilst the council had been very accommodating over the placement of the table top hump on Coly Road the same could not be said about the crossing at Colyford which in the opinion of many residents is in the wrong place. Cllr Randall Johnson said all comment would be taken into account. She appreciates the desire to have a road crossing in Colyford but residents have to be mindful that in reality without it being part of the Stop Line Way it would not have happened. There is just not enough traffic volume to justify it being built without it being part of a much bigger picture. She stated that if it was not delivered now it would be gone forever. Several member of the public commented that it is just for users of the SLW. Cllr Randal Johnson said No it wasn’t – it was for all residents and visitors but the funding for it has come out of the SLW pot. Cllr Davis commented that there is already a traffic island at the point and in relation to the SLW the problem is at the lower end, down at the bottom at the ‘pinch point’ where even the safety auditor for the Council said traffic lights were needed.. Cllr Randal Johnson disputed this and said the recommendation was traffic calming not lights.

Mr Arnott asked if Cllr Randal Johnson would agree that if residents and Cllrs could not access the meeting room at the Town Hall should not the Pavilion be considered as a meeting place in the future? Cllr Randall Johnson said she couldn’t answer for the Parish council.

12/3/205     Report from District Councillors


Cllr Godbeer reiterated his support of the ‘Green Wedge’. There had been further suggestions from the developers, which moves the proposed playing fields off the area. He is convinced that the whole proposal is a non-viable development and in its present form it is most unlikely that it would gain any support from the planning officers. There is a meeting on Tuesday to discuss the local plan and he will chase up all the issues raised over the consultation and the report made. Discussions are ongoing but time is running out. The Plan has to be presented by July and passed otherwise the developers can challenge the District council.

He commented that Council Tax bills were being sent out and that EDDC had not raised their percentage of the council Tax, any increase comes from the Police &Fire Authorities.

He talked about the Recycling pilot scheme which had been running for the recycling of cardboard and after it’s successful trial SITA the operator has been asked to look at rolling it out across the district and the county.

Cllr Godbeer is not happy with the proposed SLW route and is agreement with the Burgesses that an off road route is viable. He is meeting on Wednesday with the County Council Portfolio holder for Highway & Byways and will walk the off road route with him.

12/3/206 Report on Reece Strawbridge Centre


Cllr Mann reported that the Drama Group is well ensconced in the building. He wanted clarification on using the money for the railings/landscaping and it was agreed to discuss this under finance. Cllr West commented it was glad that something was happening at last.

12/3/207 Highway Matters

a) Road Closure Vicarage St – 28 – 30 May – Utility works

b) Road Closure – Rosemary Lane – 9 – 11 May – Utility works

c) Humped Crossing – Coly Rd & Toucan Crossing – Swan Hill

Notice received to say these are being advertised in the press on 14th March. Plans will be available in the library and the Town Hall

Cllr Hay will see the clerk about the potholes, drains and road surfaces of the Parish.

12/3/208 Stop Line Way – Cllr West reported that one or two landowners are being told by residents that the off road route is a ‘done deal’! This is not the case.
12/3/209 PMPF  - Tenders for MUGA area

Tenders – Clive Stone had met with one of the contractors and a price for the work will be delivered to the clerk. The job will have to be advertised as we only have one respondent. Cllr Mann thanked Clive for his efforts and asked that we clarify what needs doing before we advertise.

S106 funding – an e-mail from Jamie Buckley states we have to go out to consultation again giving residents the chance to vote on all the viable proposals. The general feeling is that ‘enough is enough’. We followed the advice and used the Payhembury model we have done everything they wanted us to do. Cllr Godbeer said that the officer we had been dealing with is on maternity leave and that this ‘jumping through hoops’ is a constant common problem. He will take it up with the appropriate office. Cllr West proposed we write a strongly worded letter and thrash something out with a meeting with her if necessary, Cllr Mann seconded the proposal. There were no amendments and all agreed.

12/3/210  Reports from meetings attended: 


Cllr Mann reported that as we’d heard earlier the Library would reopen tomorrow. He encouraged all to attend. 

12/3/211 Nominations to External Bodies & Charitable Trusts.

The following positions become available from May: Councillors have until the April meeting to consider nominations which can then be confirmed and voted on at the May meeting.
Parish Council Nominee to 

Chamber of Feoffees – currently Mr G Clode

Axe Valley Ring & Ride – currently Mr K Jones

DALC Axminster Area Committee – currently Cllrs B Collier & S Smith

Community Woodland Trust – currently Cllr C Pady & Mr N Weldon

Footpath Warden/P3 Co-ordinator – currently vacant

Colyton Memorial Social Club – currently Cllrs S Real & M Mann

Parish Tree Warden – currently J Cady but he has given notice from May

Playing Field Committee – currently Cllr R Collier & R Turner

Reece Strawbridge Trust – currently Cllr Arnott 

St Andrews Church Fabric Committee – currently Cllr A Parr

As per Min ref 11/12/156 (discuss appointments & nominees and call for further nominees at next months meeting)

12/3/212
Parish Council Vacancy following Cllr Arnott’s resignation.


Notice of the casual vacancy declared & published on 2nd March 2012. 

Petition received by EDDC on 8th March signed by 10 of the electorate calling for election.

Notice given to the CPC of that on 8th March

Notice & Nomination packs will be received on 22nd March and available from 27th March.
Deadline for nominations will be noon on 4th April.

Cllr Davis commented “it is unfortunate Mr Arnott’s term of office on the council since his appointment has received so much antagonism from some councillors.
At least through his efforts he has improved some of our procedures.

However, his principle achievement has been to drive through the project for the Reece Strawbridge Young Peoples building.  This council, the youth and residents of this parish should appreciate his efforts and thank him for the fine building we now have.”

 
12/3/213
Correspondence

d) Snippets/Intouch/RSN weekly digest and The Knowledge e-mailed to councillors and printed as necessary for circulation and information.

e) Letter from D Vernon (Democratic Service Manager) – Parish & Town awards for QDJ celebrations – Thursday 17 May 2012 Invitation for 3 and nominations for Community Awards – nominations by 20th April 2012
f) Recorded letter from DCC re tree on Coly Rd. MUST be trimmed back by 6th June.

g) The Chair of EDDC, Peter Halse would like to attend a parish meeting as an observer and answer questions (supplied before) between April – September. Suggest we invite him to the Annual Parish Meeting in April.

h) E-mail from Angela Lemon on behalf of Claire Rodway (Senior Policy Officer) re Neighbourhood Plans, their criteria and structure. 

i) E mail from Cara Stobart with deadline of 12th March re thoughts on Business Rates. Councillors asked to comment.   

12/3/214 Finance

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 27th February (Appendix S) to be noted Accounts to be approved for payment

	Cheque  #
	Payee
	
	
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Talk Talk
	Broadband service
	12.34
	3.08
	15.42

	3010
	Bradfords
	Post + sand + cement

Cement  

            TOTAL
	21.06

17.20

38.26
	4.21

3.44

7.65
	25.27

20.64

45.91

	3011
	PGD Services
	Gardening
	
	
	40.00

	3012
	Mole Avon Trading
	Posts/Screws & Hooks
	41.00
	8.20
	49.20

	3013
	EDDC
	Emptying dog bin
	167
	33.40
	200.40

	3014
	Colyford Memorial Hall
	 2 x dates for 2012 @£20
	
	
	40.00

	3015
	South West Water
	Water & Sewerage charge for PMPF
	
	
	122.36

	3016
	Viridor
	Container exchange
	74.28
	17.36
	104.25

	
	
	
	
	
	


a) Request from clerk that as from 2012 that the salaries of hers and Johns are averaged out over the year so that each month the salary amount is the same. This will make online filing of pay a lot easier - noted

b)  Reply back from the financial service manager at EDDC and she refers us to the following agenda  - Treasury management strategy plus appendix B
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/combined_agenda_010212__public_version_pdf.pdf 

It looks as if we can put our money in any of the Top 20 UK Building Societies with over £1 billion in total assets. 
c) Clerk seeks permission and payment for following course:

Preparing for Audit – 29th March at a cost of £25 + VAT
A short course is aimed at Clerks and Responsible Financial Officers (RFO’s) but Councillors may also find this event useful. 
Proposed by Cllr C Collier, seconded by Cllr S Real. No amendments. Agreed by all.

d) Request from Reece Strawbridge Youth Centre for a donation towards upgrading the heating system.

Cllr proposed a donation of £500. There was no Seconder.

Cllr Turner stated that he did not want to see the RST lose any chance of a grant because the Council would not support them. Cllr West proposed an amendment to the figure of £300, Cllr Real seconded the proposal. 7 councillors supported it and the motion was carried.

e)   John’s holiday – has requested the next three Thursday’s off – this uses up all his remaining holiday - noted
e) Railings at the Reece Strawbridge Youth Centre - it was agreed that Cllr Mann would charge the materials to the council on the Bradfords account. There would be no labour costs and the cost he estimated would be about £500 leaving some money for landscaping. The work would be carried out before the next committee meeting.

f) Cllr Turner pointed out that the new Post Office Local service in Colyton was not accepting cheques for payment of Car Tax, The clerk will write to the Post Office for clarification and Cllr Godbeer suggested copying in Ken Potter on any correspondence.

12/3/215
Planning

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 23rd January (Appendix T ) to be noted

a  Planning Applications

12/0459/LBC Lambrook Farm, Farway, for Ms V Topham

Rear Garden room extension – Not in Colyton Parish – no comment

*12/0370/LBC – Colyton Cottage, Queen Square – C Pady

Display of blue historic plaque - SUPPORTED
*12/0355/FUL Land to rear of Lyndale. Gully Shute – Miss Holmes

Construction of chalet bungalow – OBJECTION on the grounds of over development of the site and a detrimental impact on the street scene.

One letter of objection had been received from a MOP.

12/0599/TRE 20 Govers Meadow – Mr Whipp.

 T1 Oak- reduce crown on South and East aspects of the tree, removing up to 2m length of branch to natural stops making pruning cuts of no more than 7cm diameter. Awaiting Tree Warden comments.
b Planning Decisions

*12/0064/FUL 16 Grove Hill – Proposed Extension – Approved

 *11/1587/COU Higher Wadden Farm – Retention of use of barn as holiday accom and partial retention of works to barn and partial alterations (removal of Velux window, dormers, porches and reduction in size of the conservatory.) – Approval with conditions which state –Unit of holiday accom shall be occupied for holiday purposes only it shall not be occupied as a person’s sole or main residence.. The owners/operators shall maintain an up to date register of names & addresses of all occupiers and make this available to planning authority if required.

It shall only be operated and serviced in conjunction with the occupation of the adjoining dwelling known as Furzeleigh Farm.

To ensure that the approved holiday accommodation is not used for unauthorised permanent residential occupation in accordance with Policy TO3 (Tourism development in Rural Areas)

*11/1588/LBC Higher Wadden Farm – Partial retention of works to barn & partial alterations (removal of Velux windows, dormers, porches and reduction in size of the conservatory). Approval with conditions which state : The works of alteration shall be carried out within 3 months. All new windows & doors shall be made of timber only. Where existing features are to be removed the existing wall or roof plane in which they are located shall be made good with materials that match in type, colour & texture. All stonework to be carried out in matching stonework.

In the interest of architectural and historic character of the building in accordance with Policy CO7 – Historic Settlements & Buildings.

*12/0375/FUL 2 Station Rd – Alterations and extension (amendment to 11/0173/FUL0. Approved with conditions. Brickwork to be constructed from Wienerberger Tudor Gravita Red Multi .

*12/0253/FUL Blamphayne Cottage – Conversion of barn to form annex – Approved with conditions – The development should proceed in accordance with the recommendations of Bat & Protective Species Survey. The conversion only to be used as annex accom ancillary to Blamphayne Cottage. Flue permitted and painted black.

12/0194/CAC The Norse, Colyton – Demolition of Barn – Approved with conditions – no demolition to take place until the implementation of an appropriate programme of building recording – to ensure an appropriate recording is made of the architectural fabric & history of the building prior to its demolition

c  Correspondence

i) Complaint to Clerk by local resident about building works being undertaken at the Old Smith King St. Passed onto planning enforcement who after a site inspection advised that it is within permitted development and does not require planning permission.

ii) Complaint received by EDDC re 1 Chantry Place, Rosemary Lane re First floor window not in compliance with Condition 2 of planning consent – not obscure glazing – planning enforcement office replied after a site visit that an obscure film has been used and as long as it remains in-situ it satisfies the condition of 11/0994/FUL

iii) Complaint received & investigated by EDDC – Knowle Farm Colyton – large pond being created for fishing purposes. Decision – owners have 14 days to either 

j) Stop all works and revert the land back to its previous condition.

k) Apply for retrospective planning permission

iv) Complaint received & investigated by EDDC  - The Barn at Farway, Colyton – caravan on site and scrap material on land around barn. Decision – Owner has 28 days to inform EDDC what he is going to do. The caravan requires planning permission as it is a change of use of the site and the owner has also been advised to clear up the surrounding area.

v) Reminder of the Planning System Explained meeting at Tiverton on Wednesday 14th. Places available. Names to clerk

12/3/216    Amenities

i) Request from Overmass & Chapel to urgently clarify regulations for memorials in Colyton Cemetery following a request received by a client’s family.

Application subsequently received for a memorial to Meryl & Reginald Bond. A light grey granite cross and die on base. Height 44” Width 30”

Cllr Pady and the Clerk had done some research on this. Cllr Pady is going to look at what is currently in the Cemetery and report back.

ii) 
P3 footpath report needs to be compiled please report back on those paths you were allocated at the Amenities meeting.

ii) Mr Stamp was contacted re the Horse Chestnut Tree at Road Green but has   not returned the call it appears he was going to speak to the Tree Warden but was not concerned about the tree. The Clerk will chase it up, 

12/3/217   Peace Memorial Playing Field

i) Replacement play equipment – Cllr Davis has some brochures for Cllr Turner. Sovereign had been told that we could not afford their quote. They will come back with some suggestions to reduce the cost if we cleared the site.

      ii) Toilet Cleaner/caretaker for Playing Fields. Rodney proposed the same arrangements as last year – Henry Fitzpatrick from Easter to the Carnival at the same rate. Seconded by Cllr Mann, there were no amendments and all agreed.


12/3/218
Registration of Council Owned Land


The clerk will use her credit card to buy any registration documentation on the Pavilion and Reece Strawbridge Youth Centre.

12/3/219 
Stop Line Way – already discussed
12/3/220
Changes to Schools Admission Code, which will permit Grammar Schools to expand.

Cllr Davis proposed that a letter be written to the School requesting confirmation from the Governors whether or not they have any plans for expansion especially in the light of proposed changes to the Schools Admission Code. Cllr West seconded the proposal. There were no amendments and all were in favour.
12/3/221   Meeting Venues – document tabled for discussion by Cllr Davis

Cllr Parr said this had already been discussed within the last six months and would not be discussed at this meeting.

12/3/222 Dates of future meeting

Finance & Planning March 26th

      Colyton CPC- Tuesday 10th April

Annual Parish Meeting Wednesday 18th April

Finance & Planning 23rd April

Amenities 30th April

12/3/223  Matters to be taken into Committee


Several members of the public commented that it would be informative if the Council could tell them the matters that were going to be discussed In Committee.  

        There were no matters to be discussed but under standing orders the council went into committee to sign the minutes of the last Committee meeting, which were recorded as a true record of that meeting.

The meeting closed at 2120.
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