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MINUTES OF COLYTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 13TH AUGUST AT 7pm IN THE BOARD ROOM, TOWN HALL, COLYTON.

Present: Cllrs A Parr (Chair), C Collier, R Collier, K Clifford, P Gibbins, J Hay, M Mann, C Pady, S Real, S Smith, R Turner, H West, Dist Cllr H Parr, 4 Members of the public & L Berry (clerk).

12/8/61    Receipt & Approval of apologies for absence – A Davis (unwell), PC. S  Speariett (shift pattern)

12/8/62    Police Report – by e-mail  - 2 crimes in July, This compares to 8 crimes last month and 13 crimes in July 2011 
· 10th Criminal Damage: An attempt was made to set fire to a bin in the PEACE memorial playing fields and a liquid was squirted over the walls. (KN/12/304)

· 19th Dangerous Dog:  A complaint was received that a dog had bitten another dog; the incident has been dealt with on the agreement of both parties. (KN/12/312) we
also received a further e-mail re vandalism at the Pavilion and to the new piece of play equipment.

12/8/63   Public Question time (maximum 15 minutes)

Mr Clive Stone commented on the appearance of white lines and markings on the road surface in Stafford Lane and Gully Shoot and asked if the council had been notified of any road repairs taking place there – we hadn’t.

He had attended the AGM at the Pavilion and was dismayed that four member of the Committee had stood down and further dismayed that there still had not been a meeting of the Liaison Committee chaired by Mr Chesterton. Cllr Parr explained that the Playing Fields Liaison committee was to be a dispute committee for users of the playing fields, Mr Stone said this is not what he believed, he thought it was a site organisation liaison committee. Cllr Parr explained that as a council with overall responsibility for the site we could not delegate powers to an unelected body. The idea was that if there were a dispute the committee would work to sort out that dispute. Clive Stone commented that it was time they met.

Mr Stone also commented on the tree cuttings that had been placed in the lay by at the foot of Mounthill – would they be removed. Cllr Collier said they were the ash cuttings that he had trimmed from the allotment entrance and they would be removed when he had the time to do so.
12/8/64   Approval of the minutes of the minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 9thJuly 2012 & 23rd July 2012.     These were signed as being a true and accurate record.

12/8/65   Matters arising from the Minutes  - 

Email response from Matt Dickins re Review of Village Boundaries & invitation to a meeting at Axmouth on 17th September. Cllrs Parr and Real will attend this along with the clerk.

Discuss a reply to Mrs Toms over access to/from 49 Courtney Drive Colyvale. Cllr Real declared a personal interest as this is a neighbour of his. There was some discussion as to what we as a council could do. Cllr Real gave some background history on the houses and their ownership and how repairs to the path had been funded in the past. As a council all we can do is to strongly urge those responsible to do something about the wire fence to make it safe and the access. The clerk will write letters to EDDC and Mrs Toms explaining the situation.

12/8/66      Report from County Councillor – Cllr Sara Randall Johnson reported a very successful Traffic Group meeting with Mike Brown & Cllrs Parr & Collier.

12/8/67      Report from District Councillors – Dist Cllr Parr had also been contacted by Mrs Toms re the access problem at Courtney Drive and had taken it up with the head of housing who had informed her that there were no plans to improve the access as other areas had a higher priority. If they were to improve it they would want a contribution from the privately owned houses. There had been no requests from other tenants. Cllr Real & Turner pointed out that tenants of council houses were reluctant to complain as there could be a possibility that the ‘solution’ would be to relocate them into a bungalow which many did not want.


She explained the next stage in the Local Plan which was the special plans for villages and urged councillors to attend the workshops and understand the timetable. This exercise is to look at the planning & development over the next 15 years or so and would look at boundaries and the sites available for development. When that had been identified a public meeting would be held to discuss the sites and report back to EDDC. These comments go in as a separate document within the Local Plan before being submitted to an Inspection. Some SHLAA sites had already been dismissed due as being unsuitable due to various reasons. Those that had gone through the basic assessment would be available for comment on a the workshops. Dist Cllr Parr reassured Cllr Smith that these were not planning applications, just a registration of an interest to release the land. She said that the exercise would be repeated in 5 years.

12/8/68      Report on Reece Strawbridge Centre – Cllr Mann reported that he had been fairly busy helping the installation team at the playground. Cllr West asked when the rest of the work to the car par barriers would be done? Cllr Mann said he’d been away on holiday but would have time to do the work before the next council meeting if the weather stayed fine.

12/8/69       Highway Matters

a) Reply re weed killing - Re your enquiry about weed killing. This year it was decided to carry out a very limited amount of weed killing but only in town centres.  If I recall correctly Market Place, the top of South Street and Dolphin Street were included on the list and possibly Station Road
b) Temporary road orders
i) 14/8 – 16/8 Road past Foxbeare Cottage, Southleigh – Utility Works

ii)  20/8 – 22/8 Hooperhayne Rd, Colyton – Utility Works

iii) 8/9 – one day – Cownhayne Lane, Station Rd, Govers meadow. Market Place, Queen St, Dolphin St & South St. – Colyton Carnival

iii) 29/9 – one day – Swan Hill Rd between junction Elm Farm Lane & Seaton Rd – Colyford Goose Fayre

Cllr Turner reported that 2 farmers had complained to him about the parking in King St & Rosemary Lane making it difficult to get on with their work. There followed some discussion on who actually ‘polices’ the car parking and the lack of Traffic Enforcement Officers in the local area. The clerk was asked to approach EDDC and clarify the position – see below:

Civil Enforcement Officers used to be called Traffic Wardens for on-street parking enforcement and Car Park Inspectors for off-street parking enforcement.  The Government has decided that one piece of legislation, the Traffic Management Act 2004,  will now be used to enforce parking regulations for both on-street and off – street. As a result the people employed to carry out the enforcement of both disciplines will be referred to as Civil Enforcement Officers.
12/8/70    Report from Meetings Attended 

Traffic Group Meeting – Cllr Parr & Collier. County Cllr S Randall Johnson , Mike Brown and a student.  See Appendix 1 for report,

Flood drop in meeting at Axminster – Cllrs Hay & Clifford.

Cllr Hay reported the problems at Ridgeway. Cllr Clifford reported the problems with the riverbed and the stones being deposited which had created ‘islands’ and raised the river level and changed its course. Cllr Parr commented that the last time they cleared the riverbed it speeded up the river and caused even more problems.

The upshot of this meeting was that all the information would be collated and reported back on. Cllr Parr stated we must follow this up.

Meeting with Environment Agency – Cllrs Collier, Hay, Gibbins & Clifford with Mr A Latham

Any planned work here will be delayed because of problems elsewhere. There was an agreement to mend the fences at Road Green damaged in the floods and repair the bank immediately below Bridge gardens. Nothing was to be done with the throttle as neither the pub or caravan park flooded. Cllr Pady still felt we should emphasis that the throttle needs lowering. 

Mr Mitchells letter & inspection of ditch – Cllrs Collier, Real & Turner.

Cllr Turner declared a personal interest as his parents live along side the ditch. 

Councillors had inspected what they could of the ditch before the annual parish inspection and it was felt that they need to get access to some of the gardens of the other houses to track it further. Cllr Turner will approach the residents and the clerk will keep Mr Mitchell informed.

12/8/71    Correspondence

a) Publications e-mailed to councillors – Intouch/RsN etc.

b) 16/6 Letter from Buckingham Palace thanking us for our letter to the Queen on her Diamond Jubilee..

c) 16/7 Letter from Devon & Cornwall Police Authority explaining the changes to the way in which the police services in our area are governed.

d) 16/7 Letter from Environment Agency warning that Colyford is at risk of flash flooding – requesting we formulate a flood plan. It was agreed that we would e-mail them and request a meeting at Colyford.

e) 18/7 Letter from Everys Solicitors confirming Stafford Common has now been concluded and they will place the file in the firm’s storage for safe keeping. Clerk to ask for the file to be returned and stored in the strong room.

f) 26/7 Letters sent to Mr Board re land abutting the old mortuary and letter of thanks to Mr Parsons.

g) Received a Petition of 90 signatures re Recycling bins in Colyton. It was agreed to find out how frequently these bins were emptied. The Council felt strongly that these bins provide a valuable service to the community but would comment on the petition once we had the information. 

h) Letter containing details of Eco-loos for Allotments  (£1125 plus delivery) – passed onto Allotment Association,

i) Copy of Shute Parish Plan 2011 – on table

j) E-mail from residents of St Andrews Orchard re the lights going out! Clerk explained part night lighting policy. Residents feel vulnerable. A discussion ensued on the merits of the part night policy. It was felt that unless more people complained the status quo would remain. Cllr Turner felt very strongly that the part night policy was not fit for purpose and his comments were noted.

k) 31/7 Letter from Colyton Caterpillars, planning Christmas market & hoping the Council will purchase more Christmas lights The Council has not bought any Christmas lights, those that we have were purchased by the Carnival Committee and the Feoffees. Colyton Caterpillars will be replied to and a suggestion made that they send their letter to local businesses and the Feoffees.

l) 24/7 Letter from Axmouth Parish Council – requesting our co-operation to access the Parish Together Fund and provide a circular footpath on the eastern side of the estuary. Cllr Pady pointed out that there is a footpath in that area already. Cllr B Collier remarked that any other path would involve crossing land belonging to at least 5 separate landowners. Cllr West pointed out that Axmouth has 412 names on the electoral roll and Colyton Parish 2583 

Cllr Smith was at the launch party of this scheme and reiterated the conditions of it. Cllr Clifford felt that there were enough paths in the local area, many of which were not well walked and any other path would not end with just providing a route there would be ongoing maintenance costs. It was agreed that Cllr Parr would write a letter in reply. 

m) Email 31/7 – J Loveridge – EDDC- Gambling Act 2005 – review of policy- comments? It was agreed that Cllr Turner would look at this and report back to Council.

n) Poster/booking form  – DALC Annual Conference 6th October 2012 – Westpoint . It was agreed that Cllrs B Collier & S Smith would attend,

o) Email – Jamie Buckley – Council Tax Benefit changes – questionnaire online to complete or phone for hard copy - noted

p) Email invitation to attend Police & Crime Commission Question time on 16th October at Exeter University - noted

q) Invitation to one councillor to attend a ‘Working together for the future of East Devon’ presentation on Friday 14th September at Knowle – speakers and a free lunch included. Cllr C Collier will attend

12/8/72      Finance

Minutes of the meeting held Monday 23rd July Appendix E to be noted

Accounts to be approved for payment

	Cheque  #
	Payee
	
	
	VAT
	Total

	3087
	Bradfords 
	Goods - Sand
	£47.18
	£9.44
	£56.62

	3088
	St Johns Ambulance
	Hire of Hall for July CPC meeting.
	
	
	£15.00

	DD
	Talk Talk
	Broadband
	£12.25
	£3.06
	£15.31

	3089
	DAPC
	Subscription
	
	
	£10.00

	3090
	Lars Laj UK
	Twister play equipment – supply & install
	£9100
	£1820
	£10920

	3091
	PGD Services
	Gardening
	
	
	£65.00

	3092
	Viridor
	Container exchange 
	£92.62
	£18.51
	£111.13

	3093
	Musbury Garage
	Fuel
	16.83
	3.37
	20.20

	DD
	BT
	Phone Calls & Line rental
	131.22
	26.24
	157.46

	3094
	AAC Ltd
	Mr Parsons, grass trimming & hedge cutting
	
	
	80.00

	3095
	DALC     
	Annual conference 2 x delegate fee
	
	
	£40


         Clerk requested Thursday 23rd August as time off in lieu of hours worked - approved

12/8/73
Planning

Minutes of the meeting held Monday 23rd July Appendix F to be noted

a  Planning Applications


12/1635/FUL Meadow Bank Cottage, Station Rd, Colyton – Mrs D Russell


Construction of single storey side extension to dwelling 

Cllr Mann proposed that the council support this plan, Cllr Real seconded the proposal. SUPPORTED

12/1430/FUL Woodpeckers (adjoining) Seaton Rd, Colyford – Mr C Percival 

Construction of workshop, store & garage 

Cllr Real proposed that the council does not support this application because it is an over development of the site. Cllr Mann seconded the proposal. NOT SUPPORTED

12/1616/FUL Brookside, Rosemary Lane, Colyton – Ms A Kay
Construction of replacement two storey extension 

Cllr Mann proposed the council approve this application, seconded by Cllr Real. SUPPORTED
12/1291/ENQ Shiphay Farm – Extended Rally 20th July 2013 – 16 August 2013.

Cllrs Collier declared a pecuniary interest and left the room.

Cllr West proposed that he council support this application. Seconded by Cllr Smith.

SUPPORTED

b   Planning Decisions

12/1401/FUL Apple Tree Corner, Swan Hill Rd, Colyford – Mr Butler

Construction of replacement balcony – APPROVED
12/1484/FUL Uplands, West View, Colyford – Mr & Mrs Mepstead

Construction of pitched roof over existing garage & conservatory - APPROVED

c   Planning Correspondence

12/8/74
Housing needs survey.


Comment on questionnaire, draft letter to residents, survey deadline and agree contribution to costs.

Cllr West proposed we accept the questionnaire; this was seconded by Mark Mann and accepted by all. The Carnival committee had agreed to distribute the questionnaire but unfortunately the timing means we will have to organise the distribution. Cllr West proposed we agree the sum of £250 to help with the survey costs; Cllr Mann seconded the proposal, all agreed.

12/8/75
       Amenities

a)   2012 Annual Parish Inspection  report – copy sent to Amenities Committee & in office to view. To be discussed at the September meeting. Cllr Collier had been approached by someone prepared to purchase the Old Mortuary site – this will be taken into committee.

b) Meeting with P3 volunteers & Ros Davies on 26th July – general introduction & notes on work in progress.

c) Letter from Mr Morgan re Boules Court. Noted. The clerk will reply.

d)  Cllr A Davis proposes that the Council write to all individual members of the Stubbing Community Group ask them to withdraw their application to the Treasury Solicitor’s Office and in the public interest to permit Devon County Council to fully reinstate the bridges and restore the footpath from Brinkley Bridge to Woodbridge.

Seconder Mark Mann.

Cllr West read a further statement from Cllr Davis giving some background information and calling for councillors to act in the best interest of the public. Cllr Collier proposed an amendment that the Council does not write to individuals and the decision is allowed to stand. This was seconded by Cllr Parr. The amendment was voted on – 9 in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions. The original motion falls.

e)  Invitation from Allotment Association to the Open Day & Cream Tea on Sunday 26th August,

f) Letter from Allotment Association requesting a donation of £400 (this being half the cost of building a composting toilet for the allotment site). The clerk is to request more information re the funding of this and it will be discussed at the Finance meeting.
12/8/76
Peace Memorial Playing Fields

a) Financial Statement for the year ending September 2011 received.

b) Colyton Parish Liaison Committee – revision 4: 26th Jan 2011 Request by Cllr Smith that this be on the agenda for discussion.

There followed a long discussion on what the committee was meant to be, who was responsible for calling the meetings and why it had been set up in the format that it had. It was proposed by Cllr Pady that this be fully discussed at the next meeting. Cllr Mann seconded the proposal, There was no amendment and all agreed.

12/8/77        Matters to be taken into Committee

         The Old Mortuary site.

Cllr Collier proposed that this matters be dealt with In Committee under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as amended by the Local Government Act 1972), the public, including the press be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, i.e. financially sensitive matters. 

This was seconded by Cllr Parr and agreed by all.

See appendix 1. – REPORT OF TRAFFIC GROUP MEETING.

The meeting closed at 2130

Dates of future meetings 

Finance & Planning Meetings August 20th

Full Council meeting Monday 10th September


Finance, Planning & Amenities  Monday 24th September

