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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COLYTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 14th OCTOBER 2013 AT 7pm IN COLYFORD MEMORIAL HALL.

Present: Cllrs C Collier, B Collier, K Clifford, A Parr (Chairman) , P Gibbins, J Hay, C Pady, M Mann, S Real, R Turner, S Smith, H West, R Pocock, Dist Cllr H Parr, Cty Cllr S Randall Johnson (for part of the meeting), 9 members of the public, 1 member of the press & E Berry (Clerk).

13/10/113   Receipt & Approval of apologies for absence - none

13/10/114   Police Report 

Colyton - 5 Crimes
This compares to 4 crimes last month and 3 crimes in September 2012 

· 6th – 9th Criminal Damage: Safety matting on the floor of the play park was ripped up and thrown around causing damage. (KN/13/404)

· 10th – 12th Burglary – Dwelling: A residential property in Hillhead was broken into and a quantity of war medals and ornaments were stolen. (KN/13/412).
· 17th Burglary – Dwelling: Domestic related incident. (KN/13/423)
· 27th Criminal damage: A pedal cycle left in Market Square was damaged by throwing it around. Enquiries are continuing to identify the offenders. (KN/13/442)
· 30th Criminal damage: Domestic related incident. (KN/13/446)

13/10/115      Public Question time (maximum 15 minutes)

Mr Lynch, a Colyford resident expressed the interest of a group of locals willing to take over the planting & maintenance of the flowerbed opposite the Post Office. This would be with the support of various local businesses and at no cost to the Council. He asked that the Council inform other agencies that the volunteers will be taking on this task.

Another Colyford resident applauded the Councils efforts in obtaining Dog Exclusion Orders on it’s play parks & green spaces & wished the same could be done for his garden which is being used by dogs on a regular basis. Cllr Parr sympathised with him & reminded everyone that action could only be taken if people were prepared to report the offenders.

Mrs Mullin’s daughter briefed the Council on the damaged done to her mothers cottage on 27th September when an oversized lorry attempting to deliver to the Garden Shop found it could not negotiate Vicarage Street and started to reverse back up it striking the cottage as it did so. The damage is extensive and this is not the first time the cottage has been hit. She asked what the Council could do to prevent a reoccurrence?

Cllr Parr explained that whilst the signage does exist it is in such a position as to not be very visible, especially if lorries are delivering to Londis. The County Council are cash strapped and cannot afford more signage and because Colyton is a conservation area extra signage is not allowed. After this most recent incident the Highways authorities were contacted and the possibility of moving the sign was discussed. (Sign now moved)

It was agreed that this would be on the agenda for the Traffic Group Meeting on 14th November,

13/10/116        The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th September 2013 




were approved & signed as being a true record of that meeting. 

13/10/117        Matters arising from the Minutes 
a) 13/09/100 Environment Agency have met with “Otter Rotters” and are hopeful that they have found a satisfactory solution

b) Update on Dog Control Order. Mr Ennis (EDDC) suggested we authorise EDDC to enforce our orders on the three areas in our order. Cllr Collier proposed that the Council ask EDDC to enforce the Dog Control Order on the Peace Memorial Playing Fields, including the play park, The Road Green Play area and the Hillhead picnic site, this was seconded by Cllr Real & agreed by all.

13/10/118
      Report from County Councillor

Cllr S Randal Johnson reminded Councillors that there is still money within the Locality Budget.

She confirmed that the District Council needed to save £400m over the next 4 years, with a £35m savings in this coming year. Various options are being looked at, including Youth services which will probably be targeted at those in most need rather than being a general service to Youth. Mobile Libraries & Libraries will also be looked at, as it is twice as expensive to operate a mobile service than a fixed one.

Nothing specific has yet been agreed, all issues will be looked at and savings made wherever possible.

She went on to discuss the problems of Vicarage St and promised that she will talk to the County engineer before the November Traffic Group meeting.

13/10/119
      Report from District Councillors

Cllr H Parr confirmed that there would be a Development Management Committee meeting tomorrow where the development at Yaffles will be under discussion. It has been recommended for approval and will have an affordable housing element of 40% (4 x 1 bedroom & 2 x 2 bedroom). Councillors voiced their concerns over the development reiterating the reasons why it was not supported.

Cllr West asked her to confirm that changes were being discussed to change the rules & format of future meetings. One proposed change would possibly only allow the public to speak for 15 minute and only 2 speaker for & 2 against. This in his opinion is unacceptable & undemocratic.

Cllr H Parr said that nothing had yet been decided, all proposals will be looked into but they have to look at ways to improve the meetings& the public experience of those meetings. Cllr Pocock thought that committee members were put under too much pressure because planning officers were putting too much on the agenda.

13/10/120
      Highway Matters 



Vicarage Street – on agenda for Traffic Group meeting.


13/10/121              Report from Meetings Attended 



DALC AGM & Conference
Cllr Collier & Cllr Smith had attended. There was a slight drop in attendance and the day was a different format than previous AGM’s. It was a useful meeting, the morning dealt with DALC business, the President & Vice Chair were re-elected and subscriptions were increased by 1% which means an increase of £5 for CPC. There was a speaker from DCC who reiterated how cash strapped the County is. The afternoon session was one of workshops on various issues including Neighbourhood Plans. Both Bob 7 Shelia found this informative & interesting although with the time scale involved in producing a neighbourhood plan, 18 months, and the flurry of planning applications in the pipeline because of the National Framework Consultations it would be unlikely that Colyton would benefit from instigating one at this stage.

EDDC WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE FUTURE OF EAST DEVON – helping Families & Communities.. 
Cllr Smith attended this event, which had speakers on health & wellbeing, troubled families, community development & information on grant applications. She found it a very interesting meeting, and came away with several initiatives that she would like to explore & develop which she will bring to Council at a later date.  

REECE STRAWBRIDGE CENTRE

Cllr Mann reported that the club was being well used and several groups & societies are looking at moving into the Centre. The Table Tennis group now meet downstairs.

There had been a drain problem but that is being looked at and rectified.

13/10/122
      Correspondence

a) Publications e-mailed to councillors – Intouch/RsN etc.

b) Email re Parish initiative for small business Saturday 7th December.

Does Colyton want to organise an event? The Clerk will get the information pack.

c) EDDC re changes to by-election costs – circulated to councillors.
13/10/123           Finance

Minutes of the meeting held Monday 23rd September – Appendix M to be noted

Accounts to be approved for payment – Approval proposed by Cllr Real seconded by Cllr Turner & agreed.

	DD
	Talk Talk
	Broadband
	£12.25
	£3.06
	£15.31

	3341
	PGD Service
	Gardening
	£50.00
	
	£50.00

	3342
	DALC
	Training (J Hay)
	£25.00
	£5.00
	£30.00

	3343
	Cash
	Toilet Caretaker
	
	
	£100

	3344
	Viridor
	Waste Collection Sept
	96.78 
	19.34
	116.12

	3345
	Mole Avon Trading
	Goods/JR
	9.42
	1.88
	11.30

	3346
	Musbury Garage
	Fuel
	5.83
	1.17
	7.00

	3347
	Bradfords
	Goods/JR
	4.85
	0.96
	5.81

	3348
	Viridor
	Waste Collection August (with credit note applied)
	96.92
	19.38
	116.30

	3349
	Peter Gibbins
	Ham Lane
	756.00
	151.20
	907.20


a) Request asking if the Parish Council donation to the Green Wedge Action Group can be paid direct to the Planning Consultant. Proposed by Cllr Real, seconded by Cllr Mann & agreed by all.

b) July – Sept VAT return successfully submitted online

c) Update on Investment account – not able to open a business Post Office account, other option available – deferred to Finance meeting.
13/10/124
Planning

Minutes of the meeting held Monday 23rd September - Appendix N to be noted

a  Planning Applications

13/2009/FUL The Great House, South Street, Colyton for Mrs R Yarlott

Restoration of stone wall and construction of fence behind stone wall adjacent to town car park (retrospective application)

SUPPORTED. Proposed by Cllr Mann, seconded by Cllr real & agreed by all.

13/2078/COU Westleigh, Coly Road, Colyton for Mr & Mrs C Way

Change of use of land to garden

SUPPORTED. Proposed by Cllr Clifford, seconded by Cllr Turner & agreed by all.

11/1936/CM Lickeys Field, Firwood Barton, Colyton for Mr G A Hurford

Proposed importation of topsoil and subsoil for the restoration of a former clay working to original field levels for agricultural use (DCC Ref. DCC/3555/2013)

SUPPORTED. Proposed by Cllr Mann, seconded by Cllr West & agreed by all. NB should be Farwood Barton & no councillors recognise Mr GA Hurford.

13/2209/FUL Colydene, Station Rd, Colyton – Mr & Mrs Kilby
Construction of detached garage 

SUPPORTED. Proposed by Cllr Mann & seconded by Cllr Clifford and agreed by all.
13/2235/TCA 21 Old Manor Gardens, Colyford - Mr K Chapman.

T1 Ash - reduce height of crown to 5m

T3 Horse Chestnut - crown clean to remove branch stubs & dead wood. Reduce one overextended branch within the southern lower/mid canopy.

G4 Mixed species - cut back overhanging vegetation by selective coppicing & cutting back of branches.

SUPPORTED. Proposed by Cllr West, seconded by Cllr Pocock & agreed by all.
13/2152/FUL Bridleways, Holyford Lane, Colyford – Mr C Hammett

Comment as adjoining parish.

Construction of replacement dwelling (amendment to application 08/1702/FUL)

Cllr West declared a personal interest as this is his financial advisor – he will abstain from any voting.

The CPC declared a personal interest as the firm of Hammets are the Councils accountant although Mr Hammett is not their accountant.
SUPPORTED as an adjoining parish. Proposed by Cllr Mann, seconded by Cllr Real and agreed by all (Cllr West abstained).

b   Planning  Decisions
13/1741/FUL Long View, Orchard Close, Colyford for Mr & Mrs C Organ
Replacement dwelling APPROVED

13/1684/OUT 3 South Street, Colyton (land rear of) Construction of dwelling & parking area (appearance & Landscaping reserved) for Mr Rose & Ms Holder

APPROVED

Note 13/1401/MOUT Land north of Yaffles, Coly Road, construction of 16no dwellings (outline application with all matters reserved) has been recommended for approval.  (6 Affordable units, 4 x 1 bed flats and 2x2 bed houses are included)

c   Planning Correspondence

Application for memorial for Kathleen Sparkes


APPROVED –proposed by Cllr Mann, seconded by Cllr C Collier & agreed by all.

13/10/125  Amenities

a)  Update on Skate equipment & quote from HAGS SMP for Practice Wall – deferred to the Amenities meeting on the 28th

b) Request from Colyford Residents to maintain garden opposite Post Office – already dealt with.

c) Ham Lane Clearance – update of cost.

Cllr Gibbins declared a pecuniary interest as he put in the quote.

Cllr Parr explained the background to the increased costs which was a result of witnessing the inability of the installed pipe to cope with the sudden deluge of water after a rain storm. The pipe was subsequently removed and the ditch dug out.

d)
Best kept Village – Cllr West briefed councillors on Colyford’s recent entry, scoring a very creditable 92 out of 100.

13/10/126
Peace Memorial Playing Field
a) Quotes for trenching of water/electric supply

Cllr B Collier had met with Allan MacLean to discuss his quote but still needs some information form the electrician to complete it.

There is now a problem with the tractor-shed construction, which due to workload cannot be started until the Spring. Although this is disappointing it was felt that it would be better to stick with this contractor rather than start the process to get quoted from another. This will be deferred to the Finance meeting.

13/10/127
Nominations for a representative to the Feoffees to replace Mr Broom



Cllr Real proposed Mr Jeremy Mears – there were no other proposals.



As per the agreed procedure this will be voted on at the next Council meeting.

13/10/128       Registration of Parish Properties 



Ongoing but very slow progress.

13/10/129     Matters for further discussion as the discretion of the Chairman - none
13/10/130     Matters to be taken into Committee

Colyton Memorial Social Club – Correspondence from Solicitor

Cllr S Real proposed that this matter be dealt with In Committee under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as amended by the Local Government Act 1972), the public, including the press be excluded from the meeting as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, i.e legally sensitive matters. 

This was seconded by Cllr C Collier and agreed by all

13/10/131  Dates of future meetings 

Finance, Planning & Amenities Meetings 28th October 

Full Council meeting Monday 11th November

The meeting closed at 2055
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