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Minutes for the Colyton Parish Council meeting   

held on Monday 12th October 2020 at 7pm via Zoom. 

 
Present: Cllrs K Clifford, S Real, H West, E Jones, J Gardiner, J Hay, P Arnott, A Parr, C Pady, R Watts and C    

   Denny.  

Also in Attendance: DCC Cllr M Shaw and EDDC Cllr H Parr. Also S.Haines (clerk) 

Members of the public: 8.  

The Chairman request that those people recording the meeting declare so and conform to Standing orders and 
GDPR legislation. 

 

 

20/10/35   Welcome by Chair. Cllr Parr reminded everybody to keep their points clear and brief as we are trying to 

      keep the meeting to two hours.  

20/10/36   Receipt & Approval of apologies for absence Cllr Turner (unwell) Cllr Jarman (absent) 

20/10/37   Police Report – these are no longer being produced. Clerk in process of investigating how to get relevant      

.                information.  

20/10/38   Declarations of Interest. Cllr Pady declared an interest on the payment to Goren Farm as the owner is his .   

.                son.  

20/10/39   Public Question time (maximum 15 minutes) A member of the public read out a letter he had sent to the 

     Council. Please can we insure that councillors who do not have proper broadband are made to disconnect 

     from further Zoom meeting and just use a landline . Councillor Pady totally disrupted Monday’s meeting 

     .Any other Chair would of done this. Councillor Hay cannot be understood either ...makes me wonder how 

     the chair can note his voting direction? 

 

     Please explain to councillor Pady that fibre broadband stops in the green BT box, and carries on through 

     the parish as old fashioned copper wire. It’s better but still hopeless. Personally I have over 20 things     

     constantly trying to connect to the internet...including several security systems. I have paid for fibre    

     broadband and it’s not up to 2020 standards. 

 

     As I said the parish council and EDDC must pressure BT to dig up every road to deliver fibre to every    

     doorstep. We need this especially as people are now working from home and need good broadband    

     connection. Perfectly demonstrated by Clrs , Denny, Hay and Pady ....I’m sure all of this will be addressed 

     in the NP as I know lots of people mentioned it and actioned as a priority. 

20/10/40   Approval of the minutes of Parish Council Meetings held on 14th September 2020. Cllr Gardiner    

     proposed that these minutes not be accepted as they are not a true record of the meeting, during the meeting 

     whilst discussing the Neighbourhood Plan, Cllr West resigned. He later rescinded his resignation so the 

     clerk took advice from DALC who recommended that the paragraph which included the resignation be    

     removed from the minutes as it was only a statement and was not followed up in writing. Cllr Gardiner    

     pointed out that as a direct consequence of the resignation, in a meeting two weeks later a vote was taken to 

     replace Cllr Wests position as Vice Chair of planning, if that paragraph is removed then there is no   

     indication as to why that vote happened. Cllr Arnott agreed with these points and proposed that the minutes 

     not be approved until further advice is gathered from DALC, this was seconded and agreed by all. Cllr   

     West abstained from voting. Cllr Real also had an objection to the minutes during the Neighbourhood Plan 

     section, he explained that after his statement of ‘come on Colytonians’ he apologised and took back the 

     comment, this will also be revised and new minutes sent out. Cllr Watts proposed that all comments be sent 

     to the clerk, seconded by Cllr Gardiner and agreed by all. Cllr Pady wished to offer a vote of thanks to Cllr 

     West for taking and typing up the minutes, this was echoed by Cllr Parr.  

20/10/41   Matters arising from the Minutes.   

20/10/42   Report from County Councillor – see Appendix A DCC Cllr Shaw added to his report, he had recent 

     communication from the Director of Public Health concerning Covid-19. Many around Exeter have more 

     than three cases, this is largely due to the University. Our local area has very low cases around 0-3      

     however they are slowly creeping up each week. Also a reminder that if Colyton and Colyford wish to be a 

     part of the 20mph zone trials then they should register their interest to Highways. Cllr Pady pointed out the 

     repeater sign in Willmington is very bright and flashed a ‘thank you’ when drivers slowed to the speed    

     limit, could ours in Colyford not be updated to work like that one? Cllr Shaw explained that DCC may not 

     do that model of repeater sign, the road through Wilmington is a Highways England road so therefore they 

     have a much bigger budget. Cllr Real then asked for confirmation that the PC should be contacted when a 
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     road is having works done and requires traffic lights? The Coly Road has traffic lights again outside one of 

     the developments and the PC were not informed of this. Cllr Shaw confirmed that the clerk should have 

     received a notification that works were being done and that a TTRO had been applied for. Cllr Parr asked 

     the clerk to contact DCC and ask why communication had not been received. Cllr Watts asked that at the 

     end of the County Councillors report a disclaimer be added to confirm that the views expressed in the report 

     are not that of the Parish Council.  

20/10/43    Report from District Councillors. Cllr Arnott read through his report – See Appendix B. Cllr Parr read 

     through her report – See Appendix C.  

20/10/44   Highway Matters 

a) Email from concerned resident, circulated by Cllr Jones regarding the pick-up point at the Grammar 

School and social distancing. Cllr Jones confirmed that he would take this point and point b) to the traffic 

group meeting in November, he also confirmed that the Email has been sent to the Grammar School.  

b) Multiple Emails circulated by the clerk from concerned, circulated by the clerk residents regarding 

speeding along the A3052 and Seaton Road.  

c) Temporary prohibition of through traffic and parking (ref TTRO2036812) from Monday 30th November 

to Tuesday 1st December (for a maximum of 5 days) Queen Street will be closed between the hours of 

20.00 and 06.00. This is considered necessary to allow BT Openreach to install cable boxes for fibre 

cabling.  

d) Temporary prohibition of through traffic and parking (ref TTRO2036817) from Monday 30th November 

to Friday 4th December South Street will be closed between the hours of 20.00 and 06.00. This is 

considered necessary to allow BT Openreach to install cable boxes for fibre cabling.  

e) Temporary prohibition of through traffic and parking (ref TTRO2036852) from Monday 14th December to 

Friday 18th December. Road past Blamphayne Farm, from Blamphayne Cross to Old Barn Cottage, 

Northleigh will be closed, this is considered necessary to allow access to overhead structures for fibre 

caballing and tree cutting.  

f) Email from local resident RE Temporary fencing on Rosemary Lane.  

g) Road leading from Hillhead towards the Picnic Site is starting to shift. – Cllr Denny. Clerk has informed 

DCC and Cllr Jones will take this issue to the traffic meeting in November.  

h) Confirmation of potential 20mph zones beginning and end points and also confirmation of the speed limit 

suitable for Seaton Road. Cllr Jones proposed a letter be sent to DCC to register an interest in Colyton and 

Colyford being a part of the scheme, this was seconded by Cllr West and agreed by all.  

20/10/45    Report from Meetings Attended. Cllrs Parr and Watts attended a meeting regarding the insurance claim 

      at the Social Club. Cllr Watts reported that he, Cllr Parr and Chris Knee (treasurer of the Social Club)    

     attended a zoom meeting to discuss a potential insurance claim at the social club. Damage has occurred to 

     the fabric of the club due to a failure in the roof. The insurance company have stated that the property is 

     under insured by a substantial amount, we can appeal this by having our own survey completed by the    

     Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors, the risk here is that we will spend more money on that than if we 

     just went ahead with the claim. Cllr Parr also stated that the cost to insure in the future will be much higher. 

     Cllr Clifford stated that the insurance company should have picked up on the fact that we were under    

     insured. He proposed we write a letter to the insurance company asking why it was not picked up on, this 

     was seconded by Cllr Gardiner and agreed by all. Cllr Gardiner then asked if we should go to our current 

     insurers and ask them if they agree with the current valuations of our properties? Cllr Parr stated that we 

     should write the latter that has been voted on and for all members to try to think of a local surveyor who 

     could help.  

20/10/46   Correspondence  

a) EDDC Corona Virus residential updates. 

b) Rural Bulletin 

c) Details for ALCC AGM. 

d) Letter of thanks from the Axe Valley Ring and Ride for the donation made to them from the CPC. 

e) East Devon Rural Community Buildings Fund is now open for applications. 

f) Rural Services Network – Funding digest – October Edition.  

g) Email from Angela King at EDDC regarding the Neighbourhood Plan process.  

h) Email from Cllr West regarding the Neighbourhood Plan document. Cllr West asked the Councillors to 

ensure they had all read his comments which in his opinion should have been discussed before the plan 

went out for public consultation, there are errors on the plan that need correcting, for example the plan 
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mentions poor bus links between Colyton and Sidmouth when in fact now there is no link. Cllr Parr stated 

that all Cllr Wests comments are extremely valid and that the PC now need to hold a separate Zoom 

meeting where only the Neighbourhood Plan will be discussed and the comments decided on and sent to 

the Steering Group and the Consultant as a comment. Cllr Arnott agreed stating that EDDC have accepted 

that the plan is out to consultation under Regulation 14 we now need to move on, Cllr Watts asked what is 

happening to the comments and where are they being collected? The clerk confirmed that they are being 

sent to the PC email address or the Town Hall and are being kept safe. Cllr Watts then pointed out that the 

PC have committed themselves to review all the comments that are submitted with the Steering Group. 

Cllr Parr agreed but also commented that we have 10 weeks to do this. Cllr Arnott asked that the Steering 

Group be confirmed and did we wish to consider adding to it now? Also should any Councillors who are 

also on the Steering Group now step aside and remain separate? Cllr West stated that the PC are now 

responsible for the Plan and so should take advice from the Steering Group but not take lead.  

20/10/47   Finance  
Minutes of the meeting held Monday 28th September 2020 Appendix M to be noted 

Accounts to be approved for payment 

 

DD Opus Electricity. Not Received. 

DD Talktalk Telephone and broadband 35.00 VAT 7.00 Total 42.00 pounds. 

BACS Halcyon Grass Verges September as quoted 198.00 VAT 7.00. Total 237.60 pounds. 

BACS Halcyon Grounds maintenance September 501.66 VAT 100.33. Total 601.99 pounds.  

BACS Viridor Waste management 119.90 VAT 23.98. Total 143.88 pounds. 

BACS Goren Farm Rat bait and boxes 50.00 VAT 10.00. Total 60.00 pounds.  

BACS Office Depot laminating pouches 8.05 VAT 1.61. Total 9.66 pounds. 

BACS South West Water 13.65 VAT 2.73 Total 16.38 pounds  

BACS AM Web Design Website maintenance 1st July – 30th September 2020. 4.95hrs. Total 59.40 pounds.  

 

  The above accounts were approved for payment, proposed by Cllr West and seconded by Cllr Clifford 

 agreed by all, except Cllr Pady who abstained due to his declaration on interest on Goren Farm.  
a) Confirmation that donation of 300.00 pounds has been made to the Axe Valley Ring and Ride service.  

b) Talktalk phone and broadband contract ends 4th December, current price 42 pounds per month for 18 

months fixed term, new offer from them is currently priced at 30.50 pounds. Cllr West proposed we stay 

with talktalk, seconded by Cllr Gardiner and agreed by all.  

c) Current Opus Energy contract ends 27/10/2020.  Quotes gathered to be discussed. Cllr West proposed we 

sign up to EDF energy, seconded by Cllr Jones and agreed by all.  

d) Clerk has been contacted by a member of public who reserved a plot up in the cemetery in 2008 for 600 

pounds. They no longer want the plot. Permission needed to refund the 600 pounds. Cllr Watts stated from 

a financial aspect making the refund is not a problem, Cllr Parr proposed that a visit is made to the grave 

plot just to insure that is has not been used, this was seconded by Cllr Pady. The Clerk and Cllr Pady will 

investigate and this will be on the finance agenda.  

e) Permission requested from clerk to purchase a laminator for the office? Office depot have them in stock 

for 19.99 pounds. This was agreed by all.  

f) Clerks temporary replacement. To be discussed in committee, proposed by Cllr Watts, seconded by Cllr 

Parr and agreed by all.  

g) VAT return for the second quarter of the year submitted successfully.  

h) Neighbourhood Plan hard copy printing costs. The clerk confirmed that so far the cost of setting up the 

hard copies was minimal, the advert in the Midweek Herald was placed free of charge and EDDC has 

kindly offered to print a small number of hard copies and post them out if requested.  

i) Request to repay Carol Rapley 11.70 pounds after she purchased a box of gloves for the Colyford hard 

copy of the Neighbourhood Plan. This payment was approved, Cllr Watts asked if the Council is happy 

with the two locations for the hard copies? Cllr Denny offered to conduct a risk assessment on the 
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locations. Cllr Arnott proposed this be carried out, seconded by Cllr Gardiner, this was voted on with 5 for 

and 4 against.  

j) Cheque received from the Carnival Committee to the value of 493.00 pounds to pay for the rates due for 

Rosemary Lane store. Cllr Real asked for confirmation that the rates are split 50/50, clerk confirmed they 

are, we pay the first half of the year and the Carnival Committee pay the second half.  

k) Confirmation of 3603 pounds received from Symonds and Sampson for the farm tenancy at Stafford 

Cross, also confirmation of receipt of a copy of the signed contract.  

 

20/10/48    Planning 

Minutes of the meeting held Monday 28th September – Appendix N to be noted 

 

 

a  Planning Applications 

 

20/2011/FUL The Town Mill Rosemary Lane Colyton – Trinity Holdings LTD - Demolition of existing 

store & rebuild as new management office. Cllr Denny advised that the demolition had already been done. 

Cllr Arnott proposed that this be supported, this was seconded by Cllr Pady and agreed by all.  

 

b   Planning Decisions – to be noted 

 

20/1641/FUL Logshayne Farm Colyton – NJ Broom & Sons - Construction of agricultural shed. Approved 

with conditions.  

 

20/1776/FUL 5 Grove Hill Colyton – Mr Millman - Construction of two storey side and single storey 

extensions. Approved with conditions.  

 

20/1661/FUL Marine House Rosemary Lane Colyton – Mr & Mrs Hinds - Proposed demolition of existing 

lean-to and construction of replacement single storey extension, demolition of existing section of the stone 

wall. Approved.  

 

c   Planning Correspondence  
 

Planning Application 20/0985/FUL Land at Farwood Barton. Application was not supported by the PC and 

refused by EDDC, work has commenced on site as the decision is being appealed by the farmer. EDDC 

Enforcement officer has explained that the farmer is aware that this work is being completed at his own risk 

and if the appeal is turned down then he will have to reinstate the land as it was.  

Ceram Tec site development – Cllr Clifford. Cllr Clifford stated that all HGVs should be advised to use the 

Sidmouth Road up towards Stafford cross as access to the site, this is the route used in the past by Ceramtec 

and always worked well, it avoids HGVs going through Colyton. One lorry has already been spotted using 

Queen Street as they came in from the Coly Road. He proposed a letter be sent to Homes England and Hughes 

and Salvidge, this was seconded by Cllr Jones, Cllr Jones stated that Cllr Clifford should write the letter. This 

was agreed by all. Cllr Arnott asked if it would be useful to contact Sam Gammon of Homes England to ask 

him if he would do a site visit to answer some questions, Cllr Denny volunteered to contact him as they have 

been in contact recently and invite him to attend the next meeting.  

Tree Preservation order 20/0015/TPO has been made at Land at Higher Lodge Ramsden Lane Offwell.  

 

20/10/49   Amenities 

a) Approval of the minutes for publication of the Amenities committee meeting held Monday 28th September – 

Appendix O.  These were approved.  

b) Skate park at PMPF. Original company has folded. Cllr Pady explained that the clerk has been in contact with 

EDDC to ask for advice, a very helpful letter was received from Dave Cook, a senior engineer at EDDC, he 

recommended a company wh are vey good and could remove the current ramps and replace with concrete 

ones which are extremely low maintenance. Clerk to contact them for a quote.  

c) Cllr Pady confirmed that the memorial seat for Mr Board has been ordered, when it is delivered to the Council 

yard he will help John install it.  

d) Cllr Pady asked if an ad should be placed in the Coly Times RE S106 to get the ball rolling?  

e) Cllr Pady asked for the Councils backing for the clerk to send an eviction notice to a tenant at the allotments 

who has been contacted many times regarding the state of his plot and he not done anything about it. Part of 

the contract terms state that plots must be maintained and we have a long waiting list of people who want a 

plot. Cllr West proposed the letter be sent, seconded by Cllr Watts and agreed by all.  
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f) Cllr Clifford stated that no volunteer had come forward to look after the gardens at Govers Meadow, he stated 

that the shrubs had become very overgrown now and somebody is needed to come in and do some work. 

Quotes to be gathered to remove shrubs.  

g) Cllr Real pointed out that the hedge at the PMPF needed to be cut, Cllr Pady will contact Mr Hurford. 

h) Cllr Parr stated that Mr Underdown had done an amazing job cutting the hedge at the Road Green playpark, a 

letter of thanks should be sent, Cllr Pady agreed and also commented that Mr Underdown had fixed a shed 

that is sited on land that he rents from the PC. 

20/10/50  6 Month rule for Councillor Absence. Cllr Jones proposed this be postponed until the next full meeting as 

     the NHS were set to release some new information. This was seconded by Cllr Real and agreed.  

20/10/51   Kittles Trust. Cllr Jones stated that the CIO document had been sent out to all Councillors, The Charity 

     closed three years ago and they were not happy to reinstate it so it is now called the ‘New Kittles Trust’ all 

     trustees have accepted the terms except Cllr Watts so therefore a new trustee is needed. Cllr Watts     

     explained that he has stepped down as a trustee because the CIO absolves the PC of all future involvement 

     and places it solely on the four trustees, he did not think that was right. Cllr Parr proposed that this be     

     placed on the next agenda so the PC could have a look at the terminology. This was seconded by Cllr    

     Arnott and agreed. Cllr West stated that John Mills had looked at the document and has a master’s degree in 

     charitable law, he would not make a mistake, Cllr West volunteered to be a trustee. Cllr Watts stated that he 

     is not saying John had made a mistake, he got this impression from John that he thought that the PC wanted 

     to absolve itself from all future involvement. This will be on the next agenda.  

20/10/52   Communications – Cllr Watts Cllr Watts confirmed that the third edition of the newsletter have been sent 

     out and had been very well received, a number of hard copies are available and can be posted out, anybody 

     who wants a hard copy should contact the clerk.  

20/10/53   Matters to be taken into Committee. Clerks leave 

20/10/54   Items brought to the CPC’s attention after the agenda had been published – to be noted. There have 

     been reports of cracks opening up in the walls of the Pavilion at the PMPF. The committee are aware and 

     are investigating into this.  

20/10/55   Dates of future meetings  

Finance Planning and Amenities Committee – Monday 26th October 

Full CPC meeting – Monday 9th November 

 

 

 

Appendix A 

 
County Councillor’s Report, October 2020 

 Covid situation Councillor Leadbetter, Cabinet member for Health & Social Care, told the County Council on 
 1st October: ‘it is starting to feel like it did back in February, with increasing COVID-19 cases in the 
 community and a slow but steady increase in infection in care homes and a rise in the number of COVID-19 
 patients in hospitals this week; a continuation of this will have an impact across the system.’ Devon’s 
 Director of Public Health has written to care homes advising that at present, providing infection control 
 guidance is followed, they can continue with their own visiting policies. However, this situation is subject to 
 an ongoing dynamic risk assessment and may change. I took part in discussions of the situation at the Health 
 and Adult Care Scrutiny Committee on 10th September and a meeting with the Social Care leadership on 
 18th September. Devon County Council is taking part in a Department of Health and Social Care COVID-19 
 testing pilot within Extra Care Housing (ECH) and Supported Living (SL). The pilot is Devon’s opportunity to 
 inform future national testing requirements and testing strategy for people living in these situations.  

NHS and non-Covid care It is reported at the Council meeting that the NHS focus of this next period is a 
 return of non-COVID-19 health services to near normal levels, preparing for winter, but obviously this 
 depends on the pandemic situation. On 10th September, I got the Scrutiny committee to ask for a detailed 
 plan to restore elective surgery, to be presented to the November meeting.  

20 mph limits At the Council meeting, In response to a request from me, Cllr Stuart Hughes, Cabinet 
 member for Highways, presented a written report on the current state of the 20 mph policy. The long-
 awaited Newton Abbott trial may begin soon and it is still the case that policy will not be reconsidered until 
 after this. However it was announced that in the meanwhile, a waiting list of requested proposals will be 
 kept. I welcomed this development and will be writing to Cllr Hughes and the director of Highways to lodge 
 the interest in 20 mph zones in Seaton, Colyton, Colyford, Beer and Offwell.  

Black Lives Matter The Council on 1st October heard moving speeches from students at the King’s School, 
 Ottery, supported by Development Education Devon, who explained how the Black Lives Matters movement 
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 had spurred them to speak out about the abuse and constant micro-aggressions suffered by young black 
 people in Devon. The students, who have set up a group called Diversity in Devon, worked with Cllr Claire 
 Wright to present a motion calling for the Council to engage with the black and minority-ethnic (BAME) 
 community in the County and press the Government to recognise the history of black oppression in the 
 school curriculum. Along with a similar motion from the Lib Dems, Claire’s motion went (following the 
 Council’s normal arcane and undemocratic procedure) to DCC’s Conservative-controlled Cabinet before 
 being discussed by Council. The Cabinet approved a slimmed-down set of recommendations which - while 
 not including all the points requested – represented real progress and all parties and groups (Labour, Lib 
 Dems, Green and Independent) were able to support them. The first Cabinet amendment was therefore 
 passed unanimously. However the Conservative Group couldn’t help spoiling the response and disrupting 
 the unity of purpose. Once the Group saw the Cabinet recommendations, it insisted on diluting the 
 commitment to ‘engage with BAME people and organisations’. Embarrassingly for the Leader, Cllr Hart, he 
 was forced to introduce an extra amendment saying the Council should ‘engage with all residents in Devon’. 
 This was an echo of the racist All Lives Matter movement which has attacked the idea of Black Lives Matter. 
 In my comments, I explained why this was unacceptable. I am over 70 and white, and I have never 
 experienced racist abuse or even micro aggressions in my life. The young black woman who spoke to the 
 Council, like most other black people, has experienced them regularly from an early age. Obviously it is black 
 and ethnic minority people who personally experience the problem of racism, so it’s them we should 
 specially engage with.  

Report over impact of final Brexit deadline In response to a request from me, Councillor John Hart 
 presented Council on 1st October with a depressing report about the effects of the rapidly nearing end of 
 the Brexit transition period (31st December). It is clear that despite the best efforts of the Council and its 
 officers, they remain basically in the dark about what will happen when the UK leaves the European Single 
 Market and Customs Union in less than 3 months time. Responding to my comments, Cllr Hart said there 
 was particular concern about ports, i.e. Plymouth. It has been announced that a giant lorry park has been 
 prepared – as in Kent, where drivers will have to get a permit to cross the county border! I told the Council 
 that it is utterly irresponsible of the Government to proceed with this Brexit disruption, not asking for an 
 extension to the transition, when the economy has already been badly hit by the pandemic. The Council 
 estimates an 8 per cent hit to Devon this year will rise to 10 per cent if there is no trade deal with the EU. 
 The Government’s own estimates also show continuing damage over many years. It is indicative that Cllr 
 Hart no longer bothers with the previously obligatory talk about the ‘opportunities’ as well as risks of Brexit.. 

 

 

Appendix B 

 
COLY VALLEY DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT 

PAUL ARNOTT 

OCTOBER 2020 

 

     New Planning Practice Agreed at Cabinet 

     A few months ago I initiated a discussion about probity in Planning in East Devon. This came from a sense 

     that people ultimately can come to accept even the most unwelcome development on their doorstep so 

     long as they feel it has been done above board and they have had their chance to be involved. Rightly or 

     wrongly many believed that in East Devon (as elsewhere) this was not always the case, with rumours of 

     undue influence and the role of the handshake in some deals behind the scenes 

      Therefore with immediate effect, any pre-application meeting between councillors, officers and     

     landowners or developers about a proposal must now be chaired by the Chair of Planning.  Minutes will be 

     taken by an officer. These minutes will then be attached to the file for any eventual planning application 

     and become disclosable if necessary 

     Co-operating with our neighbour districts 
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     At the end of August the great majority of councillors voted for EDDC’s leaving the GESP project. Just two 

     months on at Strategic Planning on 20th October it is hoped that it will be agreed that East Devon      

     continues to work with Exeter, Mid-Devon and Teignbridge cross-border on key issues such as transport, 

     habitat, and green economic growth. The key difference will be that East Devon does not have to    

     “consume other people’s smoke”. In other words, we will control our own site allocations. At the same 

     meeting we will make the first moves to begin our own new Local Plan process. Despite a lot of    

     scaremongering from GESP disciples and the developer lobby, in fact your area will be in a much stronger 

     position than before.  

     Unitary Devon 

     Disappointingly our local MPs Messrs Jupp and Parish spoke out a month ago for district council abolition 

     and a “Unitary Devon”. They did this at the very moment when I was receiving information direct from 

     Whitehall that the government only wished to press ahead with unitary Cumbria, North Yorkshire and      

     Somerset. In the words of the Leader of Devon County, “many MPS had been marched to the top of the 

     hill by the whips and were now trying to find their way back down again without looking too       

     embarrassed”. 

     Sasha Swire 

     One of the most extraordinary political diaries in British political history has just been published, the ten 

     years of stunningly indiscrete “confessions of a politician’s wife” by Hugo Swire MP’s spouse, Sasha. In it 

     there are many revelations, but of interest locally is Swire’s reference to his own local councillors and    

     faithful party supporters as “toilet seats”.  

     He was of course our MP before the boundary was redrawn, and if I may make a personal comment, I    

     always felt that he was the epitome of an absentee MP with little genuine concern for East Devon, and this 

     book does nothing to change my view.  

     Most appallingly is the evidence of his meddling in the fate of community hospitals for his own selfish   

     advantage. If you ever believed that we lost Seaton beds to benefit Sidmouth (in his constituency) against 

     all the evidence because of his meddling - for fear of losing to Claire Wright - this book will leave you in 

     little doubt. 

 

     Appendix C 

 

District Cllr Helen Parr- October 2020 Report 

     1. CeramTec Demolition work 

     Conditions 13 & 15 of the planning permission require a Construction Management Plan detailing vehicle 

     movements during demolition and a [CEMP] Construction and Environmental Management Plan, stating 

     how the demolition will be done whilst safeguarding the environment. These conditions have been    

     discharged, which means plans for this work are acceptable to the planning authority. 

     Re Demolition 

     The Health and Safety document below states all vehicles exceeding 7.5 tonnes will go in and out of the site 

     via Sidmouth Rd. see section 10, Traffic, on p13   

     https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-                      

     applications/files/2936DB0CFC680A28F2CBC0AA60B771EE/pdf/18_1850_MOUT-      

     HEALTH_AND_SAFETY_PLAN-1846608.pdf 

     All documents re CeramTec are posted on the planning website- search Planning App 18/1850/MOUT 

https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-
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     2. Dublin Aerospace Group, the aviation maintenance company based in Ireland, has established Exeter 

     Aerospace in the location of the former Flybe Maintenance Services at Exeter Airport.  

 

     3. For details of latest District Council Corona Virus Residents update link below 

     https://eastdevon.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/latest-updates/east-devon-residents-coronavirus-update-2-

     october-2020  

     4. Link to latest EDDC Business update- 

     https://eastdevon.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/latest-updates/east-devon-business-coronavirus-update-9-

     october-2020 
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