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Foreword

In 2015 Colyton Parish Council applied to East Devon District Council to designate the whole of
the Parish as @\eighbourhood Areaso it could be the subject of a neighbourhood plan in
accordance with the Localism Act 201Eollowingits designation, a Steering Grougonsisting

of residents of both Colyton and Colyford and Parish Councillees formed to progress the

Plan.

Aftera process that has involved public consultations, surveys and workshops and with excellent
independenprofessional guidance we have produced s SubmissiorYersionof the Colyton
Parish Neighbourhood Plan, which welieverepresents a faiand worhy vision for the future
development of the Parish.

Our Plan must comply with national planning policies and the strategic policies contained in the
East Devon Local Plan, but legislation allows us toagktitionalland-based policies we feate
right for thearea and our community.

Weinvite all thosenterested in the future development of this wonderful ptak us know their
opinion on the scope and purposdhe Colyton Parish Neighbourhood Plandthepolicies t
contains All commentand suggestionwill be taken into accountvhen we prepare the final
version of the Colyton Parish Neighbourhood Plan

Caroline Collier
Parish Councillor
Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Acknowledgment:

Members of theNeighbourhood Plarsteering Group

Carol Rapley resident ofColyford
Caroline Colliel resident of Colyton PC
Colin Pady resident of Colipn PC
(formerly longterm resident of Colyford)
David Page resident of Colyton
Elaine Stratford resident of Colyton
Helen Parr resident ofColyton  DC
Keith Mills resident of Colyford
Robert Griffin resident of Colfprd
Stephen Rea resident of Colyton PC
Stephen Selby resident of Coliprd

PC = parish councillor DC = distcmiincillor
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1. Introduction

The Plan Area

1.1 TheColytonParish Neighbourhood Plan applies to the parished area that is under the jurisdiction
of ColytonParish Council. The plan amasdesignated as a neighbourhood area by East Devon
District Councibn the28th July 2015Itis shown on map 1 below (delineated by the red
boundary).

Map 1ColytonNeighbourhood Area

S
0 375 750 1,500
© Crown Copyright and database rights 2016 Ordnance Survey 100023746 s e |\ ctres
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2. ColytonParish

2.1 ColytonParish is aelatively large parish of,273hectares situated in the soutfeast of Devon,
sometwo milesto the north ofthe coastal setlements ofSeaton and Axmouth. The two main
settlements are Colytara small town with gopulationof circa 2300, and Colyfordpopulation
circa 800poth towards the soutkeast of the Parish. proportion of the Parishin the north and
west, is within the East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

2.2 Thesceniccoastalhighwaythat is the A3052runsaaossthe south of theParish and through the
middle of Colyford. The road is the main artery between Exeter and Lyme Regis. The B3161 is a
less busy road that connects Colyford with Colyton and, beyond, to the village of Shute and the
main A35 Exeter to Dohester road further to the north. The roads within the Parish are
otherwise small country lanes servicing the scattered houses and farmsteads throughout the
Parish.

2.3 The historicsmalltown of Colyton, the largest settlement, is tegonomic anccommaercialheart
of the Parishlt is home to many of the core services and facilities for the Parish, which include a
LINAYFNE a0Kz22f3 LlRaid 2FFAO0ST 02y dSnandoti@S aid2 N
and community facilities which includes mibommunity halls, recreation ground, places of
worship andalibrary. Colytorhas limited public transport services.

2.4 Colyford is an ancient village that straddles thain coastal road, which has often actedtas
lifeline, but also carries with it several problendis2 f @ T2 NR ¢l & | WoRNRdAZAKQ
medieval times, during which it had a significant trading base. Colyford is now largely residential
and home to the weltespected Colyton Grammar Schobhere is atrong sense of community
within the village The social scene is centred on the Memorial Hall. Colyford also has a church,
post office, butchers and two pubs. Colyford and Colyton are connecteabidyandthe
Tramway, which runs along the discontinuedway branch line from Seaton to Colytd@olyford
too, has limited public transport servicedespite its main road location

25 Colyton has long been known for its markets and manufactufireditional businesses such as
the Tannery and the Wheelwright with a Royal Warrant remain proud working symbols of its
ancient pastThenature of and balance between its products and serviney have changed, but
the Parish still retains eelativelyhealthy local economyit did take a significant knock recently
with the closure of Ceramtec after almost 50 years, which employetiO80people The focus of
business activity is no@olyton Bumess Parkarecent development of eleven business units for
use as either workshops or officesd thetown centrearea The atest figures indicate that there
are stillaround150 businesse# the Parisfemploying around800persons

2.6 The TanneryWheelwrightandthe Tramway are justiree of the many heritage features of a
t F NARAK GKFG A&a a0SSLISR AY KAAG2NER gA0GK az2yYS dz
as the most rebellious town in Englarma:cause ofi K S (i 2 écghfornisty @dydissidents
adzLILR2 NI AYy3a (GKS 5dz21 S 2F a2y Y2 dziGoén ChainieboY LIG  { 2
Feoffeesvasestablished by Royal Charier1546, reflecting the fact thafolyton was a wealthy
town. Twenty Well-to-doCxitizenswere ableto purchasehe estdes thatHenry Vilhad seized
from the Marquis of ExeterTheChamber of Feoffees ran the public services for many y#ars
continuesevento this day, focussingow on its charitable function. The Feoffees Hall is a notable
publicbuilding amongst a variety of historic buildings in the centre of a town that stin®it
ancient pattern of narrow and winding lan€ghe Parish has significant tourégipealand
potential.
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3. The Strategic Context

3.1 In preparinghe Neighbourhood Plan we are obliged, by law, to:
1 have regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of
State
1 ensure the Plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the Local Plan

National Rinning Policy Framework

3.2 In preparing the Neighbourhood Plan we have been cognisant of the current national planning
framework. The National Planning Policy Framework (NBPE)i & 2 dzi G KS D2 @SNy Y.
policy to which all plans and proposals tievelopment should comply. The NPPF includes, at its
K S I NfreSumiptiordin favour of sustainable developmentd bt t C LI N} @ MmO ® L i
oneighbourhood plans should support the delivery of strategic policies contained in local plans or
spatial development strategies; and should shape and direct development that is outside of these
strategic policies ® ¢ KS btt C Idstaegic pplifiediil the Ladal®largheuld hot &
extend to detailed matters that are more appropriately dealt WKhNR dzZ3 K Yy SA 3K 0 2 dzNXK 2
Outside of strategic policies therefore, we are encouraged to shape and direct sustainable
RSOSt2LIYSydG Ay 2dzNJ I NBI (Neiyibarhdod @adaity givesh 3 K 6 2 dzN.
communities the power to develop a shared vismrtheir area. Neighbourhood plans can shape,
direct and help to deliver sustainable development, by influencing local planning decisions as part
of the statutory developmentpldan 6 bt t C LI NI & H PO O

East Devon Local Plan

3.3 The local strategicontext is provided by the East Devon Local Plan. The Local Plan was adopted
on the 28th January 2016, with the purpose of guiditevelopment in the district up until 2031
It comprises both strategic policies and development management policies. Thegstrpolicies
of the Local Plan, with which the Neighbourhood Plan must conform, number up to 50. We have
been mindful to ensure that our neighbourhood plan policies confdivhere relevant, wéave
identified which strategic policythe neighbourhood plapolicyrelates tq and how it conforms
and complements the strategic policy.

3.4 The local planning authority has recently completed its preparation of the East DevonsVillage
Plan.It was adopted on 26July 2018. W havebeenprovided with firther context for the
ColytonParishb SA 3 K062 dzNK2 2R t f I yudaratfoundanoyQOlftalzR Sa | Wo d:
accordance with Strategy 27 of the East Devon Local PlanZiBl3and a specific poligyw P03,
relating to Town Centre Vitality:

Within the Colyton vitality and shopping area defined on the Colyton inset map, proposals for
main town centre uses (as defined in the National Planning Policy Framework) will be permitted
provided the use would:

1. maintain or enhance the character adiversity of such uses in the town centre; and

2. maintain or enhance the vitality and viability of the town centre.
Proposals for other uses will not be permitted unless it has been clearly demonstrated sitg the
has been marketed without interest foll appropriate main town centre uses at a realigtice
for at least 12 months (and up to two years depending on market conditions) and offered
to the local community for their acquisition/operation.
Permission will be subject to the retention of the dha.
The establishment of new main town centre uses which are within the defined BUAB butautside
the defined vitality and shopping area will not be permitted if they would harm the convenience,
vitality or viability of the centre

3.5 The rest of tle Parish of Colyton, including the village of Colyford is classed as countryside by the
Local Plan.

! National Planning Policy Framework, Department for Communitied andl Government, July 2018
ColytonParishNeighbourhood Plag PreSubmission Consultatioviersion 6



3.6 Our right to introduce local policies for the neighbourhood area is recognised BasieDevon
Local Plan. It makes several references to the rokeraighbourhood plan including confirmation
i K Ithiiough a Neighbourhood Plan a Parish Council or relevant neighbourhood group can
produce a local plan for their area that supersedes some or all of the policies in this part of the
local plarg?.

ColytonParish CouncilPosition Statement
3.7 Colyton Parish Council takes its responsibilities as guardian of the physical environment in which
we live and work, very seriously. We fully appreciate the unigue and special location in which we
dwell. We velcome the opportunity to use the powers made available to us by the Localism Act
2011 to put in place local planning policies that reflect the wishes and aspirations of those that
KIS GKS I NBIFIQa o0Sai AyidSNBaidta FyR TFdzidz2NB St
38 The Paris Council has an established planning position @myaspects of physical development
which has evolvethrough regular interaction with the local planning authority and the planning
system as operated by East Devon District Council and Devon CountyilCoun

3.9 Neighbourhood planning has enabled us to test andlafe these positiongiaa regular and
inclusive programme of consultation with all the community intesaéstthe Parish. We have been
given a cleacommunitysteer on the overall neighbourloal planning framework that we should
adopt (i.e. the aims and objectives); the priorities for attention; and the policy approach we
shouldbe taking.

3.10 Itis no surprise, perhaps, that an area which is so rich in heritage; so full of character; so
environmentally diverse; so attractive in its setting; and such a pleasant place to live and work
should attract a lot of comment whenever we carry out a consultation. What has been surprising
is the degree to which there has been harmony and a consensusadsatas right and wrong,
and what is required.

3.11 It has given us the confidence to present a first Neighbourhood Plan for CHlgtasithat
acknowledges that some growth and change through development would be beneficial, as long as
it: is moderatein scale, focusses on local needs, complements what we already have, safeguards
or enhances what is special or vulnerable and adds to our overall sustainabilitpasrainity.

3.12 In preparing the ColytoRarishNeighbourhood Plan we have been cognisant of the strategic
targetsand obligations requiretly the Local Plan and current local plannsgpues The
neighbourhoodplanning process and the Plan itdadfs takerthese fully into accounand, where
we have considered itecessaryprovides an additional level of policgnd detailto ensure that
the targets are realised, and the planning issues are addressed adequately. Reference to this
strategic and/or local comixt is made throughout th&leighbourhoodPlan.

2 Page 159, East Devon Local Plan
ColytonParishNeighbourhood Plag PreSubmission Consultatioviersion 7



4. Purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan

4.1

Neighbourhood planning is intended to give communities direct power to develop a shared vision
for their neighbourhood and shape the development and growth of tivallarea. Th@PG

adviseghat, in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, the Parish Council, as a qualifying body
candéchoose where it wants new homes, shops and offices to be built, have our say on what those
new buildings should look like and whalfrastructure should be provided, and grant planning
LISNXYAadaAzy F2NJ GKS ySg odzZAf RAy3aa AL glyda G2

The Neighbourhood Planning Process

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

The taskwas approacheavith an openmind as to what theColytonParish Neighbourhood Plan

would cover and what its themes and purposes wouldlb&asunderstood from the outset that

it would have to meethe basic conditions:

1 have regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Sedretary o
State

1 contribute to the achievement of sustainable development

1 is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan for the
areac the EastDevon Local Plan

1 does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obtigati

With these coditionsin mind, we have consulted widely and engaged wh#hlocal community

to understand what is needed and what it is possible to influence and effect via a set of
neighbourhood planning policies. We hasarefully considerethe policies of the Local Plan and
assessedyased orour agreed objectives, whether a more localised or detailed neighbourhood
plan policy isequired In several instance#,hasbeenconcluded that the Local Plan policy is
sufficient. A neighbourhood plampolicyhasonly beenintroducedwhere it will help ensure the
neighbourhoodarea develops in the way we wish it to.

The resultantColytonParish Neighbourhood Plan sets out hthe communitywould like to see
the area developed over the next 15 to 28ars and, through its policigselp sape and direct
sustainable development that will benefit those that live, work or visit in our area.

The development and preparation of ti@olytonParish Neighbourhood Plan has been
undertaken by a Steering Group comprised of local peoplepanighcouncillors, undethe
auspices of the Parish Council.

It was understood from the outset that for the Plan to be truly representative of the ptanni
issues of relevance in the area and tolb& S O 2 Y Y dzyf Was de@aSsarigicdrryout a
thorough and orgoing consultation process with those who live and work in the arearatade
those that visit here on a regular basis wasalso recogised that the Plan could not be properly
developed without the input of organisations and agencies with a district, countyiegibnal or
national remit and an interest in the area.

The process and the types of consultation exercise and discussitartakenis documented in
detail ina Consultation Statementwhichaccompartesthe Submission Version of the
NeighbourhoodPlan. The key methods used have included:

Public exhibitionsmeetings,and events

Articles in the parish newsletter

Pages oithe parish website

Noticeboards anéstablishedghoster sites

Focus groupgopicmeetings,and workshops

Surveys and discussions witital businesses and community groups

=A =4 =4 =8 -8 =9

8 PPG = Planning Practice Guidance (see glossary)
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1 Correspondence with widethan-local or@nisations and agencies (strategic
stakeholders) which have an interest in our planning issues

1 Twoparishwide consultations during which comments have been invited on draft
documents

4.8 The development of th€olytonParish Neighbourhood Plan was baseda desire to be open
and to welcome comments and contributions from all quart@iseintention has been to
encourage and foster discussion and debate within the community about the issues and
opportunities that face us and strive to achieve a commuaoitgsensus. This Plan represents the
product of this process.

¢KS tftlyQa {GF Gdza

49 This Neighbourhood Plan, once made, will be a statutory developmentTitiemeans that its
policies will have significant influence when it comes to being used by thedlanning authority
to help determine proposals for development submitted through planning applications. It will
form the local tier of planning policy in our Parish. It sits with the distvide Local Plan,
produced byEastDevon District Council I&o a statutory development plan) and underneath the
dzZYoONBtfIl 2F ylLiAz2ylt LXIYyyAy3d LRtAaAde Ay GKS D
(NPPF), as the main planning policy documents relevant t€étgonparisharea. Other
important planning documents which govern specific issues are the Minerals and Waste Plans
produced at the countyvide level.

410 ¢KS bSAIKOo2dzNK22R tflyQa LRftAOASAE OFyyz2i 3Idz N
nor be grante permission, but the policies will carry significant weight, adiohey policies of the
NPPFthe EastDevonLocal Plamnd the East Devon Villages Plemen weighingup the
appropriateness of the development proposal in question.

ColytonParishNeighbourhood Plag PreSubmission Consultatioviersion 9



5. The Structure of OuPlan

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

55

56

57

ThePlanincludesthe neighbourhood planning aims and objectives for the neighbourhood area,
which have been developed following a dialogue with the community and shaped by existing
planning policies, plans and contributions of key organisations and agencies.

Having eplainedthe rationale for these, the Plan sets aotighbourhoodplanning policies on a

topic by topic basis. The brief introduction to each topic is based on the findings of the research,
surveys and consultations that have taken place as part of thghbeurhood planning process.

More detail can be found ithe Local Evidence Report 281

Under each topic headingl y W2 @S NIZBAndma@&theatiaradieistics of that topic and
the key issues which have been identified andsseit the agreed objectives the neighbourhood
planning policies are seeking to achieve.

It should be noted that due consideratitvas been giveto the policies of theadoptedEast
Devon Local Pladll policies contained within the Neighbourhood Plan strengthebrimg local
specificity to better determine planning outcomes for Colyton Parish beyond those policies
contained in the Local Plan.

Set out br each neighbourhood plan policy

1 the policy statementand

1 our explanation of angustification for the policyincludingreference tothe other planning
policies in national and district planning docuntemhich relate to that policy

It is important to note that, whdt policieshave been set outinder topic headings, when
development proposals are being assessed, the whiale (i.e. alits policies) should be
consideredas policies in one topic may apply to proposals which naturally fit under another.

ThePlan finishes witla statement orhow it will be monitored and revieved, anda Qossary
which seeks to demystify some of the planning terminology usédeitNeighbourhoodPlan

Companion Documents

5.8

59

5.10

Severatlocumentswill accompany thesubmitted Neighbourhood Plan. We are obliged to
produce aConsultation Statementind aBasic Conditions Statement

The Neighbourhood Plawill be subject to testingduring itsdevelopment to determine itslikely
positive or negative impact on the social, environmendald economic character of the
neighbourhood area. If significant environmental effects are identiiedenvironmental report
must be prepared in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) of regulation 12 of the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

AYAONBSYAy3a 2LIAYA2YQ 2y Neigfhouboo®@aNaRafity@liciasas ST T
sought fromthe local planning authoritygast Devon District Coundtlconcluded that both a

Habitat Regulations Assessmérind aStrategicEnvironmental Assessmehshould be

undertaken. The Steering Group engaged fully with the assessment process. Minor but significant
changes have been made to draft policies in line with the recommendations of the two
assessmentsThese includéhose to ersure thePlan does not adversely affect the integrity of the

nearby Beer Quarry Cav8pecial Area of ConservatidBAQor River Axe SAC and Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Baigie Fen SSSI, either alone or in combination with other plans

4 See full report athttp:/colyton parishcouncil.co.uk/archives/ColyteMPLocalEvidenceReportAugust2017.pdf
5 Initial Screening Report, EDDC, February 2019
® https://colytonparishcouncil.co.uk/archives/HRReport CNDPMarch-2020vs3(1)}Issued. pdf

7 https://colytonparishcouncil.co.uk/archives/NPnvironmeni2020-06-08.pdf
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6. Vision, Aims and Objectives

Establishing a Neighbourhood Plan Framework
6.1 The framework for theColytonParish Neighbourhood Plan comprises:
9 avision- for the longterm future of ColytonParish
9 theaims-that it is hoped that the Plan can help achieve; and
1 the objectives- that we expect the Plan to attain by the application of appropriate
neighbourhood planning policies

Our Vision
6.2 A neighbourhood plan should set out a vision for the future ofiéghbourhood. The vision
should reflect a desired end state that is consistent with the values and overall priorities of the
community.Our vision statementbelow)could hardly do other than remind everyone that
Colyton holds a distinctive place in the2 dzy (i @ Qa KA a (i diParistopiRinuéta ged 3 K 2
regarded as uniqualhilst our Plan may not be unique, it does have to conform to the strategic
context provided for us, its policies are aimed at ensuring the na@tnputesthat contribute to
making us different and special are protected and enhaneed any change is sensitively
planned for.

a uniquely characterful and caring place to live and wol

The Aims and Objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan

Aims
how we will
realiseour

vision

Vision

what we aim to
become

63 ¢KS LINROSaa 2F INNAGAy3 |dG Iy I3INBSR asSi 27 1
which members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group examined the evidence and the
response we had received to surveys and other consultation activitiash Mf the community
based evidence came from the results of a community consultation underi@keng theWinter
of 2016/17.

6.4 The workshop process and outcomes can be found described fully in a Workshop Report,
September20178. A draft set of aimsral objectives was the focus of a community consultation
eventin the Parish durinpe@mber 207. The response we received was positive and
encouraging. As a result cbommunityreaction and commeniseveraladjustmentswere made
to the draft aims and olectives. The final sebyerlea) was approved bgolytonParish Councih
January 208. We believeh it NB FTf SOGa GKS O2YYdzyAdeQa ySAIAKO:?
F3SYyRI @ LG A& GKAa F3ISYyRF GKIFIG dzyRSN1LAya GKS

6.5 We reognisal that not all the objectives that were derived throughetbonsultative process
g2dAZ R fSIFIR (2 | ySAIKOo2dzZNK22R LI FyyAy3a Ll2fAde
I Ol A 2 yele@edto fidRParish Counceparatelyfor further consideration.

8 See Workshop Report attp://www.colytonparishcouncil.co.uk/archives/ColytoNRAOWorkshopReportSep
17.pdf
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Approved Aims and Objectives

Natural Environment

Aims

Objectives

Protect and enhance ecologically sensitive areas and habitats

Protect and enhance the natural ar

Protect trees and woodlands

rural environment

Preserve the character of the countryside

Encourage responsible manageme

Maintain and enhance public access to the countryside

of the countryside

Support sustainable farming practices

Minimise waste and pollutiol

Facilitate improvedecycling facilities

Increase resilience to climate chan

Support flood prevention measures

Built Environmentand Hausing

Aims

Objectives

Protect and enhance historic buildings aheir settings

Safeguard the character an

Identify and protect local green spaces

heritage of the built environmen

Integrate new development, to reflect character of the Parish

Influence the design and layout of development

Protect green wedges between Colyt@nlyford and Seaton

Prioritise development of brownfield sites

Minimise loss of greenfield sité

Ensure the redevelopment of the Ceramtec site is appropriate 4
contributes positively to the sustainability of the area

Housing

Aims

Objectives

Promote affordable housing for local people

Ensure local housing meets lo
needs

Ensure new housing is suitably mixed and contributes to meetit
identified local needs

Support sustainable growth i

Ensure adequate infrastructure is in place

housing and populatior

Promote mixedusedevelopment in appropriate locations

CommunityServices andracilities

Aims

Objectives

Retain strong sense of commun

Protect existing community facilities and ensure they continue
meet needs

and increase our sustainabili

Providefurther allotments and community composting sites

Leisure and Recreation

Aims

Objectives

Protect and enhance existing sports and recreation areas

Enhance local leisure opportuniti

Support the provision of new facilities that meet lodaimands

Transportand Travel

Aims

Objectives

Encourage use of alternatiy

Support public transport initiatives

transport modes

Promote and develop safe cycle and walking routes

Provide more pavements argar-free routes

Improve road safety in the Paris

Support better parking and pialkp arrangements for schools

Provide additional public parking areas

Business and Jobs

Aims

Objectives

Support sustainable busine

Support the local retailing and service sector

development

Support small business and workshop development

Support heritage and other tourism initiatives

Promote sustainable tourisr

Improve pedestrian route from tramway to town

ColytonParishNeighbourhood Plag PreSubmission Consultatioviersion
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7. Natural Environment

Overview

7.1 Colyton Parish compris@sound10 square miles (6,400 acres) in area and is situated in East
Devon- two miles inland. It rises to 60@et in the north westof the ParishMost of Colyton
Parish is located to the west of the River Axe, with the Rivey @wining through its heart.

7.2 The underlying geology determines the landscape quafithe Parish, whickomprises the
valleys of the rivers Coly and Umborne with their tributary streanh&ining to the South and
East. The Coly being a tributaryetivwof the river Axe. These rivers and streams penetrate the
cretaceous green sand ridges forming fertile valleys worn into the Triassic Mercia mudstones,
which give rise to a medium red loam soil over valley gravels full of eroded chert(ttermaain
vemacular building stone of the ParjsfThe influence of man is evident throughout the Parish.

7.3 The open valley floor of the lower Axe and its tributary the Coly and their loosely defined valley
sidesprovide for alandscape of small farms with sma#llfis divided by Devon hedgerows, mostly
castup bankswith species rich shrubs, trees and plants forming windbreaks and animal proof
fields.This broad distinctive lowland river valley landscegrecognised for itéandscapevalue
andpart ofit, but na all, is within the East Devofrea ofOutstanding Natural BeauAONB)

The valley sides have a strong hedgerow pattern with hedgerow trees coupled with small
broadleaved woods and occasional farm orchavdsch give rise to a generally wooded

character overall. Theppervalleys of the Coly, Umborne and their tributaries are closely flanked
by steep wooded slopewhere there is a gradual transition from river valley to greensand ridge.
The streams run ovea very steep gradient and have worn stesiged ravines into the

greensand.

7.4 Ancient woodland sites are evident throumlt the Parish especialtye 22 hectares offolyford
Woods Many are county wildlife sites (CWS). The Devon biodiversity realsa show several
unrecorded wildlife sites (UW8)at areyet to befully surveyed.The proximity to the
neighbourhood area of the River Axe SAC and Beer CavéS(@#fal Areas of Conservatidas
also had an impact on the policies of the NeighbourhBtah.

75 Thel NBI Qa liswdlknOwatfol itzMifk, butterand cheese production. The meadows and
pastureof the valleygrovide excellent grazing for dairy and beef cattle and sheep. Forage maize
growing started in the 1970s and has grown in popularity among dairy farms in the Parish. The
number of herds has declined since the 193¢ the size of the herds Isancreasec 200- 300
cows being quite common.

7.6 ColytonParishis a popular walking ared hecountryside wildlife areas such &eaton Wetlands
Reservaandthe variety of routesattract manyvisitors to the Parisko use the established
footpath network. There are ovelO public rights of wayot w h 2 QUriBlewhygirRand around
Colyford and Colyton. In addition, asnificantly the East Devon W@ 38Y A £ S Wi 2y 3 RA 2
walking route between Exmouth and Lyme Regésgses through Colytoithe Parish Council is
active in preserving and maintaining its rights of way network and employs footpath wardens who
regularly walk and report on the condition of the paths, gates/stiles etc. It is a member of the
Parish Paths Partnership Scheme. Parish/town councils in tieergcreceive a grant paid by
Devon County Council to undertake rights of way work.

7.7 The River Coly is prone to flooding. Riverside locations and roads between Colyton and Colyford
are covered by recently establisheflood information service.
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Our Neighbourhood Plan Policies and their Explanation/Justification

Policy No.Coly1 Protecting the Natural Environment

Development proposals should:

iii.
iv.

respect local wildlife sites and habitats/species of principal importance, unless
exceptionalcircumstances can be demonstrated, and appropriate mitigation
measures provided; and

protect and, where possibleenhancethe network of habitats, species and sites of
importance including trees and woodlands, hedgerows and roadside verges; and
minimise impacts on biodiversity; and

where possible seek to deliver a net gain in biodiversity.

Development proposals that would result in the loss of, or which would create
unacceptable harm towildlife sites and other areas of ecological or geological
importance, will not be supported.

7.8

7.9

7.10

Therural area of Colyton Parigitovides a range of habitats and is rich in wildlie.
comprehensive biodiversity audit of the Parish was undertaken in22identified that the

Parish contained eight county wildliféess, an ancient woodland at Gatcombe Coppice tunele
unconfirmed wildlife areas of note. There are also many speaibshedgerows lining the lanes
and fields of the ParisiRecords show that several protected species of wildlife are present. The
Parishincludes, for instancea Greater Horseshoe Bat Sustenance Zbaed is within a great
crested newt consultation zone.

The NPPF (par&d0 al & & d@rémolekh2 czhs&vation, restoration and enhancement of
priority habitats, ecological netwoskand the protection and recovery of priority species; and
identify and pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodivergity.

A proportion of the Parish is part of the East De¥@NB, which is protected from inappropriate
development by Policy S46 of the Local PRulicy Cgll is aimed at ensuring that whatever
development does take placehetherit iswithin or close to thecountryside it recognises the
significance of much of grural areaof the Parish and itanique and varied wildlife habitatt
requires developers to ensure that their proposed development does not have an unacceptable
or longterm adverse impact on t@l habitats andhe acknowledge@reas of ecological or
geological significance. M&aindicates the areas that are recognised as importaihdlife sites

and other areas of ecological or geological importamge¢he DevorBiodiversity Records Centre

in 2017.The Map is accompanied by a schedule of sitesa comprehensive list of development
control species within Colyton Parish

9 http://www.devon.gov.uk/text/colytonpba.pdf

10 SeeGossary
1 http://www.colytonparishcouncil.co.uk/archives/Wildlifeeport-ColytonNeighbourhoodplan.pdf
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Map 2 Statutory and NeStatutory Wildlife Sites

Statutory and non-statutory sites
within the Parish of Colyton June 2017
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Policy No. Colg Trees,Woodlandsand Hedgerows

Development proposals that will cause the loss of or damage to trees, woodland or
hedgerows (including hedgerows of importance) that contribute positively to the
character and amenity of the area must provide for appropriate replacement planting
together with a method statement for the ongoing care and maintenance of that plantir
Areas of natural woodland are regarded as important natural features. Any developme
proposals that would result in the loss, damage or deterioration of these woodlands wi
be resisted unless there are wholly exceptional reasons and a suitable compensation
strategy exists

7.11 The contribution that trees and woodland areas make to the landscape character of the Parish is
immense. The Parish is a part of National ChardctskS I mnT1 W. f I O]l R24yaQ 6K
i K dzwell winoded appearance dominates the area, created by wooded scarp slopes,
shelterbelts and avenues, and coniferous and deciduous plantations of beech, oak and pine,
willow-dominated carr woodland on vallepring lines, and hedgerow trees and cogsés

7.12 Devon is not a heavily wooded county, but the woodlawdshaveform an essential part of the
character of its landscape and provide vital wildlife habititest of the Paristof Colytonis
recogniseddy the East Devobandscape Character Assessméfar the quality and value of its
woodlands. The management guidelines urge us:

For LC¥ 1A:to conserve and enhance woodlands by encouraging the retention and management
of small estate plantations anaeerts; and encouraging a change to broadleaf cover or manage
as (wet) heath, where appropriate

For LCT 240 conserve, enhance and restore by encouraging reversion to broadleaf woodland
GKSY O2yATFTSNRdza 02dzJS5a | NB Of S NBRX®

For LCT 3Bo promotemanagement to favour the development of a varied age structure and
longf A GSR t20Ffft& AYyRAISYy2dza &LISOASaAX

7.13 Map 3illustrates the extent of natural woodlands in the Parish. Having carried out a survey of
local woodlands and assessed their significanmak\aalue we have concluded thahere are
manywoodlandsthat make a major contribution to the rural and natural character of the area
and shouldbe protectedfrom developmentincluded amongst their number aesyedwoodlands
such as Gatcombe Coppice and Holyford Woods, which date back to Saxon times.

7.14 Community consultation in 2018 showed strong support for a policy that recognised the
importance of woodlands to the character of the ParBblicy Col¥ recognigs thecontribution
that trees make to the character of a location and requires developers to mitigate the loss or
damage of existing trees, woodlands and hedgerows. Policy éajyireswoodlandgroupsto
be recognised for theontribution they make tole character of the landscapendsettlements,
nature conservation, local amenigndenvironmental character of their surroundinghey must
be looked after and protected from loss damage Map 3 identifies the main woodland areas in
the ParishMost of the woodland identified arelocated well into the countryside and help
characterise the rural landscape. Those alongside highways and closer to the settlement areas
make an equallyaluable contribution to theural setting weenjoy.

7.15 In accordane with the NPPF (para. 179plicy Coly2 seeks to protect local woodland areas
unlessthere is an exceptional justification and the public benefit would clearly outweigh the loss
or deterioration of habitat, for example, infrastructure projects (including nationally significant
infrastructure projects, orders under the Transport and Worksahd hybrid bills).

2 file:///C:/Users/Paul/Downloads/147%20Blackdowns%20(1). pdf
13 Landscape Character Assessment & Management Guidelines, East Devon and Blackdown Hills Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and East Devon District, East Devon DC, 2008
http://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planningolicy/environmentand-greeninfrastructure/landscape/
¥ LCT = landscape character type
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Map 3 Protected Woodlands
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